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+ Downfall of May-Games: = 


_— | WHEREIN ID 
$9 [s ſet forth the rudeneſs, prophaneneſs, «8; 
-_ ſealing, drinking, fighting,dancing, whoring, 7% 
ht miſ- rule, miſ-ſpetice ot precious time, contempt of "L 
5». - Godzandgodly Magiltrates, Miniſtcrs and People, 


which oppoſe the Raſcaliry and tour, in this their open 
yrs prophanenctſc, and Heatheniſh Cuſtoms. 
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ARS 382 


$® Occaſioned by the generall complaint of the rudeneſle of Þ 
on pcoplc inthis kind, ia this Interval of ſertlement. 


$1 


> Here you have Twenty Argaments againſt theſe pro- 
WY phane Sports, and all the Cavillsmade by the Belialifts of 
vat4 the Time retelled and Anſwered. 
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'>E Together with an Additionof ſome Verſes in the cloze, 

SD for rbe delighcof the ingenious Reader. 

So By THO, HALL, B.D. and Paſtor of Kings-norton, be 
The Third Edition Correaed. IL 
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Yee (hall keep mine Ordinances, that yee commit not any of thoſe a- 

by bominable Cultoms,which were committed before you, and that 

IX, ye? defile nos your elves therein ; | am the Lord, Levir,18. 30. 

SQ The Cuttoms of the people are vain, Jr, 10, 3. 

2 Populi plaudunt non conſultoribus uciliratum ſuarum, ſed lar- pM 

3+ gitoribus Volupratum, Avg. de Civir, Des, 1, 2.c.20. 

E384 Boua conlcicatia prodire vulr & cgnſpici, ipſas ncquitia tene- 

'»& bras timet, Seneca Epiſt. 98, 

4 LONDON, Printed for Henry Mortlock , at the Phoenix in St 

KI PaslsChurch-yardinear the Little North-door. 1661, 
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Occaſioned by the generall complaint of the rudeneſſe of Þ 
pcop!c in this kind, ia this Interval of ſettlement. 


> Here you have Twenty Argaments againſt theſe pro- 


I phane Sports, and all the Cavills made by the Belialifts of 
£4 the Time refelled and Anſwered. 


3+ Together with an Additionof ſome Verſes in the cloze, 
SQ for rbe delight of the ingenious Reader. 
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= By THOHALL, B.D. and Paſtir of Kings-vortos, 
| The Third Edition Corrcaed. 
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An uakwown Friend, to the know, and knowing Au- 
thor , upon his judicial. proceedings againſt the 
MAY-POLE. —- 


Ow fix times two impannell'd are to p.ſs : 
[Alas poor Flora ! ] upon one * Goddels, * ph 
Flora compl.ins, *gainſk her there's greater qdds, rhe Goddefs of 


Than when one ® Girl aſſaulted by two gods, ys” 

And challengeth your Jury; the whole Liſb . +; 6... 

Shee ſayes, was pack'd by a Miſogyniſt, i lb. 
& PIC, 


Bold.© Caro pleads her caule, and ſpeaks her fears, 
Becauſe you do not try her by her Peers, 
That y'are unjuſt, and quotes our Old Laws fore, 
The Curtizan excepts againſt the Court:; 
No juriſdiction of Pres-ter-Fohn 
Erereach'd the skirts of this our Curtizan. 
Hold then, cries * Meche, © Porneizs is another, #4 Adultery, 
Who with ' Aſelzes, their laſcivious brother, + —_—_ 
Pretend to guard their Deity, and do We 
With zeal, as you the Schools and Pulpit too, 

Whilſt 3 Metbos marching ith the Ma -poſe rout, $ Diunkenneſs, 
In reſcue of the Priſ'ner, does not doubr 

T'protect th'Protectrix of their ſruic and lowers, 

By watring weeds, with moſt intemperate ſhowers. 

Adjourn your Court then,leſt it prove your fate, 

To pull the May-pole down upon your pate. 

A tree once danger'&* Horace byus fall, - h Carm. Uib, 2, 
As he ſcap'd then, Tohow I with may Hall, Gae 13, 
Nor for theſe Ranters is my option worſe, 
Than that they may mount #amars wooden hotle; 
That who with Flora {fin under th' green tree, a 
May ſuffer for her upon that that's dry. 

| Tuus CA ntifloralis. 

; A 2 | To 


F | ANI Tothe ingetiieus Author upon his is Judicial Pro- 
ceedings againſt Dame Flora, 


[ Nſtead of Direftory Satnes, when '« 
[ found Poles raiſ'dſe bigh, 46 if they'd _ 
To enteriain the Cuckgw, or to v3e 
T he clouds that in the Heavens loweſt faye; 
Foas t thing whither at length I ſheuld come, 
= To reform” d London, or.ts Popiſh Rome. 1010 
Aron [ found ppp [« elf i in Landon, aud po 
Unſatisfi'd as yety began t *{emand 
Th' original of May:poles, where [ found 
Their anthoy Flora was, and Rome therr gromed. 
A Declaration there was ; entred by + 
| A pert Dime, ſheming th" Idolatry. 
Of ſuch Erettions : #' does :a Fury call, 
That his proceedings mught bee legal, all. 
It is the ſpeech of thoſe who chaſe each light 
A freſh god, whom to worſhip &6l might, 
Bodie midi This thing this Aa my Deity ſhall bee, 
Juppiter efio, , To STAT. th ai 'twas yeRterday a rree. 
as mibi 179” Wee ſhall 4nvert the wordr:' a treeto day, 
cus Cris » $0” To morrow wee ſhall to-it worſhip pay, 
nus inutile Bg- oo baſh to day, to merrow wall begin 
a To heverls reſpett of bins that dwelt therein. 
Bmt loe Jerubbaal comes.in bis mi gt, 4 
| (With oper zeal, not Caideq Gideqn/h, [4 be, we night) SES 
tend A, not with | ten mes 0 his own, 
"Bot a full Fury of the great JH renymnn re | 
And felli the Grove. foils ty Jen, anti | 
_ Jdolatrens Midran-wntlerfukd __ 13 [io © 
©» 2* Andallthe ſupet ſlitrons creweda fied 1 PO 930 1 
© .- The mortal frunsafitby enraged Hedl.. a 
This 1-10 Frog: fight, 6d; ah, 7 x IC; 
Gray wh ees. Col pR9s 2a i123 945/141 T 
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6” pn He times wee live in of late have been very 
( TIS > —v d! þ . 
be, Tropical,and full of turnings, and too ma» 
7 —_— w-_ _ - CS 
ny, like Weathercocks, have turned with 

them, Lately men were exorbitant, and 
did run out anto extream opinions; now 
=— they arc exorbitant, and run out into ex- 
tream practices : Before men were fanatick and wilde in 
their Principles ; now men are fanatick and frantick in 
Praflicals; they rant, they roar, rhey fing, rhey ſwear, they Cantavty fre- 
drink, they dance, they whore, they lye, they ſcoff; yea, _ 
ſome there are (I hope they are nor many) that pur cheir *99 2 24s 

.: . . e ant ur,& fu 4, 
own blaod into their drink, and then drink a health to the ;j6w miles in- 
King, and to the confuſion of $9» and its King; this 1s re« ſanive videntur, 
porred ro mee by perſons of good repute; if this bee crue, Ni. de Cle- 


as ſure as God is juſt andrrue, hee will bee avenged on the mn 
aors of ſuch horrid blaſphemy, bus nos inflitu- 


Lately wee were troubled with #hite Devils, who under exds, 
prerence of excraordinary ſan&iry ,” publiſhed open He- 
refie and Blaſphemy againſt God, his Word, his Works, 
and Ordinances; now wee run madding on the other hand, 
and are like to be troubled wich Black. Devils, 8x, blaſphe- 
mous Drunkards, blaſphemons Healch-drinkers, blaſphe= 
mous Perſecutors, ſcorners of Piery, Sabbath-prophaners, 
obſervers of ſuperſticious and hearheniſh cuſtomes, 8c. pz, fubule, 


Theſe old Bee/zebnbs begin ro pur out theur horns againz Lnow byſtrienes, 
. B | doubr 
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2 The Downfall of May-& ames. 

doubr not. bur the Lord in his due time will raiſe up the 
aid tries Hononrable Houſes of Parliament, as Carpefirers to ſaw 
q*.rmoue, | off theſe horns, Zach, 2. ty, 20, 31. elſe thoſe that bave 
Par arte ,, Power intheir hands to cur off theſe; horns of the wicked, 
quid lrges fine and yer Will nor, chey muſt wear them. Q#z zo wvetat 
moribus vane pegcare cum poteſt, jubet. *Twas the. fin of /ſ-ael that 
Proficiunt?. Ho- when the Lord by a ſignal hand of gropidence had dejive- 
ne Car. (3. red chem from their Egy 24a» bondgge , yer they rerngd 
7D in their hearts, and detires into. Egypt again, Att, 5, 39, 
and longed to bes ar their Garlick and.Oniong, ana Fleſh- 
pots there, Numb. 11, 4, 5. andthis broughe a very great 
plag'e upon them) ver(. 33+ The Lord commanded Moſes 
co bid rhe people go ioward, Exed, 14. 15. hee loves co 
have his people A on in waies of piery and obedience, bur 

if chey once go backward, hee will deftroy chem, 4/4. 1, 
T hey have forſaken the Lorll, and ave gone amay 4 thts 
See whar fotlows , verſe. 7, Ther Conntry 15s deſolate , 
their Cities are barmt with fire, and ſtrangers devour 
their Land in their preſence. And what can 'Enpland ex- 
peR, if ir go on in Apolialie (as ic hath done of Tare) both 
in dogrine and manners, but rhe ſword, pzſtilence and 
famine, and all other fearful judgements; that as wee have 
been notorious for fin, ſo now wee ſhould be notorious 
for ſuffering > Could wee bur once keep the narrow way 
of life withour turning to the righr hand or the lefr, wee 
might yer bee an'happy people, Joſh. 1. 8. The way ro 
Heaven, 1s like the way over a narrow bridge, under which 
ts a grear gulf, into which a man may fall by going roo 
much on the right hand, ortoomuch on the left han : and 
ro ſayrruch, the Devil.cares nor much on which hand men 
fall into Hell, ſo hee an bur ger them thicher. Wee all 
condemn prophane principles, bur a man may go to Hell 
ſooner for prophane praRices, for theſe generate prophane 
principles; when men lead lewd lives, then they invent 
lewd andlicentious Tenents ro defend their tewd and looſe 
raQices; as wee ſee in Popery and. Quakeriſm, and rhis 
| £2 men atJaſt ro love and defire prophane Preachers, 
and ſuch-as will fing placentia, and clay their ſenſual dp 
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| The Downfall of May-Games. 
the and chen they periſh without remedy, Prov, 29, 18. 1/a, 
hon ha lains of ſome in his rime that Againſt 
ked The Prophet Jeremy hang, rod h , Healths, Sce 
» were wad on [dols, Jer. 50. 38. and wee have t noſe in our my Cannes 
_ rimes that are mad on May-poles,Morrice-dancing, Drink- ,, Ti, —_ 
that ing Healths on their kyees, yea if their Hats (as in the p 94. 
_e [nniny by OY ings _ I have this from an eye-wit 
& ſuperſtitious, prophane cuſtomes, returning RO 
39 wich the rd, of the world ro lick vp that -. yo nary! er Yr beg | 
cſh- filch which ſeemingly they had long ſince vo* ye teachers of others, have 
{CAL mited up. And all this acted preſumpruouſly learnt no berrer themſclyes , 
loſes | with an high hand, againſt much light and Swgu*! ##dofj & rapiune ce 
to | love, againſt many wooings and Warnngs,a- 46 ſome places Maids 
» bur oain{t many prayers and vows tothe contra 4k Healths "——__ ok 
To ry,whar could the Lord do more for England knees; *Tis vile in men, bur a» 
one / than hee hath done, and what could wee do beads in women. SS 
a, | more againſt him, than wee have done ? had : airy, So ry Da 
Gate | | heebeenour deadly enemy, Wee could nox drank this Kings Health upon 
2 ex- | have acted more vilely &'villanouſly againſt their knees, and nor _ 
both | himybothinour principles, and in our praQti- rer ſought ro berray him; this I 
and | ces, than many of us have done; andif after w_ =. -ao_g eye-wirnels of 
have | all Godscoltandcare, inſtead of the grapes 9 Bay: 
nous |, of obedience,we bring forththe wilde grapes 
way | of difobedience and rebellion, we ſhall provoke the Lord 
Area to pull up che hedge, to letin the wilde beaſts, and ro con- 
wy ro | ſume us after hee hath done us good,and ro repent of all the 
viuch | mercies which hee hath beſtowed upon us. Hee will take a- 
5 (00 | Way his Goſpel,with all thoſe bleſſings which accompany ir, 
;zand | An then woe wno us when the Lord departs from ns, Hol. 9. 
_ | 12. When God goes from a people, peace goes, proteion 
e all | goes, comfort goes, healch, wealth, and' glory goes. I do 
Hell verily beleeve there hath been a greater floo of oper pro- 
hane Phaneneſs in ten weeks paſt, than In ten years before, Do 
wo wee thus requite the Lord O fooliſh andunwiſe ! 1s this che 
looſe thanks wee give him for an hundred years preaching of the 
| this Goſpel, hd for thoſe ſignal mercies 1n bringing down blaſ- 
hers, phemers,and Anarchical ones without blood ſhed,or almoſt 
ily a blow ſtruck, As King Achiſh ſaid ſometimes, Have / _ 
_ B 2 0 
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1 The Downfall of May-Cameis. 

"of Mad-mey t So may I fay, Shall we have Mad-men Qilf? 
ſhall we never come to our wits again, living ſoberly, righ- 
reouſly and religiouſly > When ſhall wee ence be ſound in 
judgement, fincere in affe&ion, and uniporred in our con- 
veriarions, anſwering our Goſpel light with Goſpel lives; 
and our Goſpel-principles, with Goſpel-praRices, thar all 
our reaching may riſe at the laft day for our ,uſtificarion, & 
not for our confuſion. This open -prophaneneſs is a grear ' 

l hexct-breaking tothe faichful Minifters ofChrift, and makes 

b- IH: them cry inthe bi:cern:fs of chei: ſpirics. Who hath beleeved 
f | our report, and to whom is the arm f the Lord revealed ? we 
have laboured in vain, and ſpent onr ſtreagth in vain.If Moſes 

| were angry when he ſay rhe people dance about a Golden- 
calf, well may we be angry to ſee people dancing the Mor- 

rice about a poR;in honor of a whore,as you ſhall ſee anon. 

The world begins to loathe Gods Mannah,rthey arz wea- 

ry of preaching, and fick of Sermons; and cherefore *cis juſt 

wich Gnd roeaſe them of ſuch burdens, and co lay upon 

them the heavy yoak of cruel and tyrannical men,rhar they 

may know the difference betw:en Gods ſervice, and the 

—_ _— ſervice of the Nations. Men begin to cy our. 1ſaiahis roo 

_— / arones bold, Jeremy coo harſh, Amos is roo plain, hee muſt go fur» 

ferer. Sen, E- ther off. *'Tis theſe precile Lots char will nor ler the people 

pill. 98, 20 Quietly ro He, that are the troublers of 1ſrael; 1f once 

chey could but bee ſhur of them. then chey might fing,and 

ſwear, and rant and roar, ani be as ſafe as Sodows was 

when Lot was gone our of ir» Ler ſuch prophane ones 

know, that if the Lord ſhonld in judgemenc once remove 

his faithful Miniſters fron an ungrareful world, woes and 

ſorrows would ſoon ſurprize rhem. The glory would ſoon 

deparr from England, if on:e the Ark of God wete raken. 

'Tx Liberty,Libercy,Liberry,chat wicked men long for. as 

' many men were lately for Liberty, and tolleration of all 0- 

p'nions,ſo many are now for libercy, for all licencious pra- 

Qices and if theſe be nor reftrained by rhe Magftrare, who 

muſt nor bear rhe ſword in vain, eſpecially 'rowards ſuch 

| ſons of Bel:tal; God will rake rhe ſword into his own hand, 
i and yill proclaim a Liberty for ſuch Libertines , to the 
| | | word, 
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The Downfall of Msy-G eames, 

ford, tothe peſiilence, and to the famine, and as hee 
bach wonderfully brought down thoſe thac were for all evs/ 
pions; ſo hee will (in his due time) bring down thoſe 
| ng for all evil pratkices, Deus dabit his quoque 
finem, & funem. PETITE "7 ve 

It hath coſt mee ſome pains to finde our the Original of 
theſe prophane revels, when people ſhall underſtand rhe 
ſinful riſe and tendency of them; 1 beleeve there is no-ſo- 
ber man bur will abhor them. The Lacedemomans the 
becrerto deter their children from drunkenneſs, would 
bring forch a Prunkard, and lay him before them, that ſo 
chey ſeeing his be.zitly condition, mighc learn to loathe 
that Gnning fin of Drunkenneſs ; I have preſented theſe 
mererricious practices naked to thy view, tharchou mayeſt 
be broughr to an urrer dereſtation of them; for the - very 
rehearſal of them is a good p_—_ their confutation, Hee 
recitaſſe eſt re\ataſſe. It would be a work well beſeeming 


1 


"the Parliament, to improve the power which providence 


hath pur inco heir hands, for the Ropping of chat general 
prophaneneſs which hath over-ſpread rhe Land; and ro en- 
courage Religion in the power of it, eſpecially conſidering 
that noble and princely expreſſion of the King (in his Ler» 
hat nothing ſhall bee 
propoſed by them to manifeſt his zeal and affettion for the 
advancement of the Proteſtant Religion, to which hee will nor 
readily conſent, The good Lord ar laſt unire the hearts of 
King, Lords, and Commons, for the promoring of this 
work of works,. without which wee can. never expect to 
proſper. ; | 

Had this rudeneſs been, ated only in ſome ignorant and 
obſcure parrs of che Land) 1 bad been filenr; but when I 


perceived that the complaints were general from all parts 


of the Land, and.that evenin Cheap fide it ſelf, . the rude 
rabble had ſet up this enſtgn of prophanenz(s, and had pur 
the Lord-Mayar to the trouble of ſeeing it, pulled doayn: I 
could nor. pur of my.dearelt r:ſpecs, and render compalſion 
to the Land of my Nauvity, and for the prevention of che 
like diſorders (if poſſible) for the furuce, bur pur pen to 
ws | B 3 papers 
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The Dow#fall of May-Games, 

"paper, and diſcover the ſinful riſe, and vile prephaneneſs 
that attends ftich miſ-rule ; that ſo their madnels bei 
made known ro all, they might proceed no further; and che 

eyes of Gods jealoufie might ſee nothing amongft us- ro 
diſpleaſe him, but that wee walking as becomes his people, 
hee may rejoyce in us, and rejoyce*over us to do us good 
for ever. 
My record is on high, chat T have no finifter end in this 
work, bur defite to bee found in the number of choſe thar 
Rudy the real peace and welfare of the Land: I have there 
fore expoſed the work to the cenſure of the learnedſt and 
ſevereſt Criticks that I could gain. I have added ſome Poe- 
try, and made it as inoffenfively pleaſant as might be, chat 
it mighc take wich all, and exaſperate none. 
' The experience which Thave had of Gods bleſſing on my 
labouts againſt Libertinesin opinion, hath emboldened mee 
co £o forch in his name againſt Libertines in pratiice; Theſe 
mountains, as well as thofe, ſhall become a plain before 
Gods people. Ps | 
I ſhall noc trouble you'wich a crambe bis cofta, for I 
know not of any one thathath in a ſet Treatiſe(nor ſcarce- 
ly by the by) handled this ſubje&, which ſomewhat encou- 
raved mee to ſet upon the work- 
ſhall be conciſe anJ argumentative, becauſe T would 
nortire my ſelf nor my Reader, with any redious diſcourſe 
in this kinde. 


Argnments againſt May-Games, 


The firſt Argument is thts, : | 

That, whoſe Riſe, Roor, and Original 15 evil, that thing 
cannot be good: | ; 

But-the Riſe,Root, and Original of May-Games is evil, 
Ergo, they cannot be good. = * RE et: gs 

The Major is clear, and like 4 Mathetmanical Principle, 
ſhines ſo bright with its own light, chat'it tieeds no demon- 
tration :' for if the ſountain be birrer, rhe Rreams cannot 
be ſveerz if the root be navghr, ſo'is the fruit, 


\ 
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The Downfall of May-Games. T 

The 24;nor | prove chus, as the Revels and diſorders of 
Chriſtians ſprung fram the Pagans Satxrnalia, and from 
them came to the P apiſts,, and ſo to us (as 1s abundancly 
proved by Mr. #7 #) fo cheſe Fhralias May-Games had Y.DeCroy.Con. 
their Original from the Floralian Feats, and entertudes of formiries chap, 
the Pagan- Romans which were iolemnized abour the firſt of 19- conform. 
Hor, then they came to Kome Antichriſtian, as a prop to © #4 
uphuld cheic ſuperſticious and prophane Kingdome, and ſo 
xo us. - 
Their Riſe briefly was thus, one F/oraa notable Hatlor, 7. 1o/pinian de 
which had got much riches by whoring, ar -her dearh be- 0:ig. Fefto-um- 
quearhed her ſubttance co the people of Reme, about the P. 99. Polydor. 
year of the World, 3760, and before Chrift 242, (faith } _ 4 
Calnifus) thee appointed a great ſum of mony tolye in mg 
Rock with the uſury of which rhey ſhould yearly keep cer- Godwin Antiq. 
tain Playes called Floralia or May-Games, in finging, dan- {5.1 ſeft.2.c.9. 
cing, drinking, whoring, and all manner of laſciviouſneſs, ?: Fa 8. Ol. 2. 
in remembrance of her.By ſound of T:umper all the whores; * Oey 
were called to theſe ſports where they danced naked about 
the treets, with Trumpets blown before them. Hence that Floralia in ho. 
of JTuvenal ſpeaking of a we woman, hee calls her a F lo- _ _ 
ralian Curteſan. Digniſſima prorſus, * . : 

F lorahia matrona tuba, Tnuen, Sat, 60, a - = 


| Cibies exuths » 
enni.cuw werbo wn lizeatia, mat umye obſcenitate,  Farnab,in Mrtial.Epig lib.1.p.2. 


After ſome time the Senate of - Rowe being aſhamed of 
the Original of cheſe Fliraba, invented this fig-leaf for a 
<over, They.cold the people that Flora was a Goddeſs, ”: 4g. de Ci- 
which had che .cuiion of Flowers. (for Pagans and 7" _ lib. 4. 
Papiſts have Gols and Goddeſſes almoſt for every The "WW Moe 
thing, as St. Loy for their Horſes, St. An:hony for had thiny 
their Piggs , Sto George for their Wars, St. Roch for thouſand geds, 
the P:ſtilence., Sr, Apolloni# for the Teerh, Sr. John _—_ ad. . 
for the 'Day , Sc. Stephen for 'the Night's and St. Fls- - ney $9 
re for their Flowers ) ' and therefore ſhee muſt bee yl, b he 
warſhippzd ( acco:ding to the c:ft>ne of the Hearth n- 
niſh and Idolacrous Feltivals) with . laicivious ow: 

a 


- 


$ The Downfall of May-Camts. 
Hj ludi cele- and paſtimes in May, that ſheemight the more carefully 
braut ur cun F . | 
jubarypyPeoccyl fee co their flowers, fruics, and herbs, | 
convementes oy 
memoria merevicis. Nauclerus Chroxogra. Volat. Gener. 24. p. 48. Cxi caleutun adjecit 
Muniter in Coſmogr phi. & Roſinus de Antiquit, Rom. lib. 5. cap. x 5.- CAR 


» 


Theſe Fleralian-ſpores were very antients for I finde they 
were practiſed in Caro the Cenſors time, who flouriſhed: a- 
1. Maximus bout the year of the world, 3750. His gravity. (Gaich che 


bib.2.c.30. ſe, Hiſtorian) deterred the people from acting thoſe obſceni- 


$. & Seneca cles in his fight, 

Epiſt. 98. Plutarch in the life of Pompey, makes mention of -one 
Flora, that was Fompey's Currtezan, though ſhee were 
one ejuſdemfarine, Flora by name, and Flora in deed, yer 
ſhee was younger than the former by a hundred years; for 
the Flora wee ſpeak of, lived about two hundred years be- 
fore Chriſt, when this lived about one hundred years be- 
fore him, . | | 


A ſecond Argument is this, 


* All Idvlatry is unlawful, | 

But this is-Idolatry, *Tis a-forſaking of God, © whois the 
Fountain of living waters, togo to a broken Ciftern, 'Tis a 
roSÞing God of his honour,*and grving it to awhbore. They 
keep a feaſt roher, ſet up a Pole adorned wich flowry 
Garlands, Ribbons, and other ornaments, tothe end that 
ſhee may preſerve cheir fruits and flowers. Like the wor- 
ſhippers of Beal, who danced round abouc rhe Altar in ho= 
nour of that Idol, andto pracute the more ſpeedy audience 
from.ic,r King,15.26, Neicher will this excuſe you,ro ſay, 
thar-yeu inrend No ſuch thing; for this 1s fints opers, though 
nor fins operantrs, The ation muſt be judged of by the end 
of the work, -and not: by: the end of him:thar workerh; 
now the chief end forwhich this feaſt was at firſtordained, 
1s Idolatrous, The Iſraelites had no intent to worſhip the 
Calf, yer that was finis operss, and therefore God chargeth 
them with worſhipping of ic, Pſ. 106.6, How unſeemly isir 
rag then 


The-Dwwufall of May-Game;. 

then for Chriſtians, when-they ſhofld bee praying to God, 

and praiſing him for the fruits of the earth, and for his 

crowning- the year with his goodneſs, and making his 

Clouds-to drop down fatneſs on us, to bee ranting, and a- 

bufing his. good -creatures to riot and exceſs, giving the 

elory which is due to him, unto an Harlot ? This 1s the very 
way to loſe all, Hoſ.2. 8, g, 10, 11, 12. Other fins tir up 

Gods anger. bur this provokes him to jealoufie and rage, 

nd pi lumine a flame againſt us, when: wee ſhall cbus 
cive his glory unto creatures. Theſe mens aRions do virtu- 
ally and 1ncerpreratively thus ſpeak; O Goddeſs, Flora, bee 
thox onr belper, the earth is now adorned-with fruits and flow- 
ers, 0 do thou keep them from barrenneſs, and blaſting; mak: 
them fruufuly that wee may bee the fitter for thy ſervice, ther 
will wee jing, and dance, and drink,, and ſet ny a pole to thy 
praiſe; hear us therefore, O good Goddeſs Flora,for omr flowers 
and fruits, for on thee wee do depend, and thine honour do 
wee 1lebrate at this ſeaſon of the year; bear us therefore wee 

beſecch thee, and grant theſe owr Requeſts, | . 

| This and much more is the language of ſuch' aQtions; I 
beleeve, there is not one of a thouſand that knows'or con- 
fiders this, ic will be their wiſdome, now their folly is diſ- 
covered, to ſay with repenting Ephraim, What heye 1 to 
do ary meore with [dols? Hoſ., 14+ 8» And according to Gods 

Commandemenrs wee muR nor onely caſt away che Idols 
themſelves, but alſo che rellicks and appurrenances of Ido- 
latry, ſaying to. chem with indignation, Get you hence , 

Iſa» 30.22. 

Arg... To fear mer more than God is Idelatry (Timor 
IMS, Devs twus,)- Min 5 >» off ; 

.. Bur herce,is, fearing of men more: than God,, for divers 
years palt whilit che: ſword of men was ever qur heads, here 
was,none of this open prophaneneſs, bur now that is remo- 
ved, men fall to their; old yomir again, nor once confider- 
ing chat,God:beholds all cheir doings, and will bring them 
to Judgement for .all-theſe things, Eccleſ, 81. 9. 


C 7” ie | Arg. Jo 
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Arg. 3- That which drives Gods fear out of mens heartr, 
m4) mne wiſe be tolerated: Bur theſe finful, ſenſual ſporrs 
andpaſtimes drive 'rhe- fear of God our of mens heats ; 
when the Taber andthe Timbrel, the wine and lewd wo- 
ment are in mens feaſts, theyregard not che works of the 
Lord, but they fax w#to-God, depart, Job 21, 11, 12,1 314, 
I5e {fas 5,12, TEES ; 


Atg, 4. That which dibafeth and dibanchith youth (which 
1 is. the flower - and beſt of our daies-; *and' 
Suid de effuminata dicam;ji- therefore oughtin all reaſon and equity'to 
venrutes que tnx this tempe- hee oivento God, who's the beſt of bei: s) 
rabus ac petulantid. diſſolata, hos referent theſe final 
emnttis flagitiorum generitus gt 108 to bee tolerared: Bur theſe ſinful, 
3np!icatar? Clemantis dt novis ſenſualpaſiimes debaſe and debauch youths 
celebritat. a0n inſtit. p. 144. "How many. thouſands of young; perſans have 
" © by chismeans got habirs of drinking, whore 
ing, prophaneneſs, -conrempr of Gods wates, &c. ſochat 
all their friends, wirh alt their counſel, prayers an tears, 
have nor been able to reform them # Evil cuftontts are 
not eafily- broken, Jer.. 13- 23. Young -Devils- ufually 

prove old Beelzebubs, 2 Th 


 Args 5+ All lying, flealing, and fighting nnft be aban- 
oxed .- | p | 

' But here 3s lying; flealing, andifig hting.. © o 

—_ The molt-of theſe May-potes are- ſtoln, yer they give 

_ de, */% aur;chavche Poles are given them, when upon: thorow exe 

lip. dixit, amination *twill be found, thar the. molt of chemy are tgln; 

There were two May-poles' fer up in my Partth;, the 

one was ſtoln, and the other was giver by'z profeſt Pa- 

piſt.. Thar which was floltiy. was ſaid'to bee given, when. 

was proved to-their faces that *rwas foln, and theyiwere* 

made to. acknowledge their offence. This-Pdle rhat was 

foln was rared ar five ſhillings; if all: the Poles one with 

' anorherwere ſo rared, which were Rolnthis:1fzy; what a 

confiderable- funr would*+ tt- amount ro ?- Fighrmgs and 

bl6od-ſhed'is uſual at ſuch meerings, inſomuch rhar 'cis a 


byhiangs. 


Ag. 6, 


common ſaying, Thar "tis no feſtival unleſs there bee ſome 
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The Downfall of May-Games. 
Arg. 6. All ungrateful and diſ-mgomon; yequting 0 
God for his bleſſings nenſt be abandoned 0 q_5 v 4 
Bugtheſe prophant praftices are amoſt ingrateful and diſ- 
ingenkous requiting of God for his bleſſings. 
Nowin the Spring, when hee is loading us with his mer- 


_ Cies, for us to load him with our rebellions and provoca« 


cions; and as hee reneys his bleflings with che year, ſo for 
us torenew our diſobedience againſt him, and ro fight a- 
gainl tim with his. own favours, 'is ſuch groſs ingratirude, 

atthe Lord calls even uponthe inanimare cteatures ro be 
aſtoniſhed ar it, ſa, 1. 2, 3, 4+ 


Arg. 7. Thut which brings #0 profit or comfort to ſoul or 
body, may not be prafiiſed : | | 

_— ſenſual, prophane ſports, bring no profit 10 ſoul 
or body, _ 

When the Rewars were converted to the Faith, the A- 
poRtle asks them, what fruit rhey had of cheir formerlooſe, 
licencious practices, whereof they were now aſhamed, for 
rhe end of thoſe things is death, Rom: 6, 21. The Intefro- 
gation is a ſtrong Negation, q.d. there was no true comfort 
or benefit ro bee found in chem; where hee uſerh three 
Rrong Arguments to derer them from ſuch: linful praQtices. 
1, They are #»frunfu!, there is no true profic comes by 
chem. 2. They are ſhameful. 3. They.art pernicious and 
deadly, they bring nor onely remporal,.buc erernal death 
upon men. None are gainers by them but rhe Devil; God | 
ts diſhonoured, his Ordinances prophaned, his Miniſters 
contemned, he Land defited, the Modeſiy, Chaftiry, -and 
Reputation of people is blaſted, and their ſouls debauched 
withidlſeneſs, effeminacy, incontinency; and luxury, 


Arg. 8, That prophaneneſs which 1s committed againf 
great Light great Loves, great Þ atience and Forbearance, is 
whongnable : $3 jos 
But this prophaneneſs is ſuch. 
In the times of Ignorance God winked (as it wete) art 
fuch pragices, hee rook nor ſo much notice of them _ 
C3 0 


: The Downfall off May-G ames. 
gdoth.now in theſe daies of light, This 55 the condrmmation, 
*ris char damning fin with. a witneſs, thac when light is comme” 
into the.workd, per men will. love darkneſs,” and-warks of 
darkneſs more than light. - Though 1ſrae/play the harlor, 
yer Judah ſhould nor fin, Hof. 4. 15+ Though Pagans, Pa- 
piſts, and Infidels, that know nor God,live in ſuch kinde of 
lewdneſs and licentioufneſs, yer Exglevd thar hath been 
berrertaughe, ſhould abhor ſuch folly; for us that have had 
ſuch famous preaching, praying, panungs fignal vifories , 
and deliverances continned to us,evefo this day; for us to 
rant and roar, drink Healths, bee drunk and whore, and 
with the dog ro return to our vomit, which for many years 
wee had left; rhis is ſuch-an high aggravacton of: our ſin, 
that God will not brook ic at our hands, When-men fin 
ſumpruouſly- againſt great light, and with an high hand, 
they muſt dye for it, Exod. 21. 14» Numb. 15.30,31, We 
fhould chink ic roomuch har in thedaies of our ignorance 
wee went aſtray; theſe bodies and: ſouls of 'ours which 
ſometimes were ſervants tounrighteouſneſs and fin, ſhould 
nov became ſervants of righteouſneſs and holineſs, being 
wholly devored to the ſervice of GoJ1, Ic ſhould bee as-na- 
cural and delightful rous now.to ſerve God, as ever ithath 
been ro fin againſt bira, | 
; » Arg. 9: fb vecefots of fin mult bee avoided: © 
But at. theſe prophane meetings there are many occaſions- 0 
ſon, ergo,' They muſt bee avoided. «DOVE! of] 
For the:Hajor it ig; clear, wee are oft commanded to 
ſhnn rhe appearante of av1L;'1 Theſ. 5. 224 to hate. the: guy 


_ ment oſpatted with the "fleſh, Jude 33: and: to» keep our 


ſelves free, not avely from the: groſs: blots, but alſo from the 
ſpots of the world, James x, 27. Wee mult nor ſo much as 
raſte of the Devils broth, leſt at laſt hee bring us to ear of 
his beef;..1ſ#, 65. 4, Heethat wiil no exit: ds, muſt do:no- 
thing that belongs thereto, Hee that ſaith Tea ro the Devil 
in a little, ſhall nor ſay Nay when hee pleaſerh. "Tis true 
im pragicals, as well as inpolemucals, thar :one abſurdicy 
being granted, makes.way for many.more to follow, When 


_ men. 
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The Downfall of May-Games, 


men once begin to fall in this kinde, they know nor where 
thzy ſhall relt, Our corrupt nature like cinder or gunpow- 
der, is ready to bee fired with-every ſinful ecmpration, and 
therefore wee ſhould carefully ſhun chem, elſe wee con- 
tradict our prayers, when wee'pray that wee bee nor led in- 
to temptation; If wee run inco them, wee mock God, and 
ruineour ſelves; for hee will not preſerve us from che fin, 
if wee do not carefully ſhun the occaſions of fir. 

For the 3x, that at theſe prophane meetings there are 
many occaſions of fin, is too apparent. Who ſees nor what 
drunkenneſs, ſwearing, curſing, fighring, Rtealing, lying, 
mixr-dancingy Morrice-dancing, Ribaldry, Debauchery , 
ſcoffing ar piety, oppoſing of zealous Magiſtrares, Mini- 
fiers and people, prophanation of Sabbaths, miſ-ſpence- of 
precious rime, complying with Heathens and Idolaters in 
their ſinful and ſuperſtitious cuſtomes,. perverting of that 
order which.God- hath fer, turning night intoday, and day: 
into night 2 God hath ordained the night for man to reſt. in,. 
and nor to ramble and go ftealing May-poles in, 

So that as in one Ceſar there were many Mari,ſoin this 
one. fin there is a confluence of many fins. Phyſicians ſay, 
that #eorbs complicati ſunt periculoſiſſim: , where there is 
a complication. of diſeaſes, there the cure is very difficult 
and dangerous. How perilous is it then to tolerate rhoſe 
prophane paſtimes, which open the fload-gares to ſo much 
ſin and wickedneſs, asthe ſad experience of all ages dork 
reftifie > So thar if 1 would debauch a people , and dra 
them from God and his worſhip. ro ſuperſtition: and Ido- 
Jatry, I would take this courſe; I would open this gap to 
them,they ſhould have Floralia and Saturnalia, they ſhould 
have feaſt upon feaſt (as*cis in Popery) they ſhould have 
Wakes to prophane the Lords-day, they ſhould have May- 
Games, and Chriftmas-revels, with dancing, drinking; 
whorthg, potting, piping, gaming, rill chey were made diſ- 
ſolute, and fic to receive any ſuperſtition, and eafily drawn 
to bee of any,'orof no Religion : And this was the praQice 
of the late Pre/ater, when they were bringing in Popery 


by che head. and ,ſhoulders (as .is made apparent to the 
. C 3; world: 


The Downfall of May-Cames. 


* Y. The'Ca#- world out of their * own writings ) chey firſt cauſed the 
rerburian Self- hook of ſports to bee read in all Churches for the propha- 


conviction. ning of the Sabbath ( a leflon thar people can learn roo 


faſt * withour a book)rharo they might fic the people rhe 
Rm mag berrer for the ſwallowing of thoſe ſuperſtitious innovations, 
quia nee dx, Which ſborrly after followed, 
nee comes deeſſe 


poteft; & res ipſa fine duce, ſint comite procedit, nou pronum ef iter tantum ad vitia, ſed 
Pracips. Seneca Epiſt. 98. : ; 


When Balaaw: would draw Ifrae! ro Idolatry, hee firſt 
draws them to whoredome, and by this means deſtroyed 
them, which all his curſing could not do, Numb. 32. 16, 
So when Jſrae! fell ro Idotarry, then they fell ro feaſting, 
ſinging, dancing, accoroing to the cuſtore of- Idolatrous 
feſtivals, Exod, 37. 6. 19. but ſee what follows fuch mad 
mitth, zerſ. 27. the {ord and flaughter- follows it-ar the 
heels. God is rhe ſame to the ſame ſinners, and if wee bee 
like them in fin, wee ſhall bee like chemin ſuffering, 


Arg.10. That which is of evil report amongſt the godly, 
may xot bee praftiſed, Phil. 4. 8, 

But theſe prophane paſtimes are of exnl report amongſt the 

odty. 

, 6 | knew any godly man, or any that had bur a 
taſte of godlineſs, that ever approved, either by ſpeech, or 
by his preſence of ſuch prophane meetings. Sure that muſt 
needs bee very bad, which all good men do ſhun and abhor, 


Arg. 11. That which :nconrageth the rout and rachality of 
a people to behave themſelves inſolemtly and irreverently to- 
ward the antient and the honourable, and all ſuperwnrs, that 
may not bee tolerated (for 'tis reckoned ds a great judges» 
ment, 1ſa, 3. 78 : 
But theſe prophane mettings do encourage the rout in their 
inſolency againſt the antient and the honvurable. 
This makes the:ſervant contemn his Maſter, the people 
cher Paſtor , the fubje& his Soveraign, the __ is 
; Facter, 
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The Downfall of May-Games, 
rage” and teacherh young people impudency and re- 


Arg. 12: That which is 4 Wit viel. tion of our Baps 


{wat Vow, muſt bee abandoned. 


But theſe prophane paſtimes are a manifeſt Violation of 
ewr Bapt:ſmal Vows, 


Then we promiſed to forſake rhe Devil and all his works, 


the Pomp and Vanities of the world, and tharwee would 
pot-be led bythe luſts of che fleſh; Now at theſe prophane 
meetings there 1s a ſad Violation of rhis ſacred Vo; for if 
the Devil himſelf ſhoutd come and live in a bodily ſhape 
upon earth, he would drink, and dance,and fivear,and whore, 
and fulfil the-luſts of rhe fleſh,as theſe dzvils incarnate do. 


. Arg. 13. If Chriſt hath redeemed us frons the ſinful cu- 


flomes, Pagauiſh pleaſures, and van converſation of the world, 


then wee may in no wiſe follow them, 

But C brift hath redeemed us from the ſinful cuſtomes, Pae 
ganiſh paſtumes, and\vain comvtrſation of the wicked, Luk, 1, 
74, 75» Gal. 1.4, T tt. 2 12, 13,14. 1 Pet, 2.14, 15,16, 
I7,18, & 1.4. 2, 334. 


Arg, 14. All inticements to Idolatry muſt be avoided: 
| Bt the obſervation of theſe Heatheniſh and Idolatrous- 
Feaffs is 4 great enticement to Idolatry. 

Hence it.is chat Papiſts, and Poplith perſons are ſo forward 
to give people May-poles, and the Popes Holineſs with 
might and main keeps up his ſuperſtitious Feſtivals, as 2 
prime prop: of his. cotrertmg Kingdome. By theſe ſenſual: 
ſporrs, and carnal-fleſh-pleaſing-waies of wine, women, 

ancing, revelling, 8c. hee hath gained more fouls, chan 
by all the cortures, and cruel perſecutionsthar hee could in- 
vent, Hence the Whore of Babylon is ſaid to have her wine 
of abomination and fornication i» 4 gelden erp, Rev. 17:4. 
tha bettefcaintice men's her; as Whores were wont to 
give inchanted Potions co work amorous affeRions;ſn doth 


the Whore of Rox allure meg. to her (elf by che ohms 


5 


The Downfall of May-Games. 
baits of riches, libercy, paſtimes, and carnal pleaſuxgs 3 


-hence the Lord, who knows our frame berrer than wee War: 


ſelves, hath ſo oft forbidden us following the cuſtomes', 
feaſts, and faſhions of _—_ and Hearheng, for'fear leſt 
they ſhould bee drawn thereby to Idolerry, Levire 18, 30. 
Dent. 12, 29430, Theſe do inſenfibly teal away the heatc 
from God and his Truth, they are che-Devils bellows co 
blow up the fire of luſt and uncleannelſs 1n the ſoul, 


Arg. 13. That which is the joy and delight onely of ſmper« 
ftitiows, pope(h, prophane perſoris, muſt needs bee ſome wile and 
prophane thing; for ike will delight in like, wicked men' 
delight in thoſe things which ſute with their wicked luſts, 

But theſe ſniful and rude paſt;nyes are the joy only of wiched 
Mens 

Who are they chat delight in the fools filthy ſpeeches, 
laſcivious geſtures, and the mans wearing of the womans 

apparel, contrary to Gods expreſs command, Dems, 23.5. 
bur che prophane of-che world 2 I never knew 'any good 
man that ever delighced in them; yea I have known ſome 
good men, thar in their youth delighred in choſe ſenſual 
paſtitnes,. which have abhorred themſelves for it in their 
old age; and make the Obſervation when you pleaſe, and 
you ſhall finde thac. they are the idle, effeminare, graceleſs 
ones that are the upholders and.frequenters of theſe Jifſo- 
lure meetings. So that as Solomon knew rhe true Mother 
of the childe, by her -cender. affeRion to ir ; ſo wee may 
knolv, that the Popith and prophane ſort are the Parents 
and Patrons of theſe abominations, : by their pleading for 


Non nif grande them, and promoting of them. - And. as it was ſome fonal 
aliquod bonun 0004 thing which Nero (that manſter of men) hared; ſo ir 


q ed &a Nerone 


mult needs bee ſome netorious vile thingiwkioh ſuch vile 


Tertul. adverſ. Men love and plead for, 
Gentes, Cap. 5+ ; X 


* $ 


precious time. 


What a ſad account yill theſe Libertines have romake, 


when 


Arg. 16; A Lei f-ſpence of precrons tive maſt bee avodeds 
But in theſe licentiaus paſtimes there ir nnch miſ-ſpence of 


TE - 
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when the Lord ſhall demand of them, where waft thou ſuch 


Wi 


do a night? why my Lord , I was with the prophane rabble 

4s ſealing May-poles; and where waſt chou ſuch a day ? why 

> | my Lord, Iwas drinking, dancing, dallying, ranting, who- See Reaſons te 
\ | ring,carouſing,&c. If for every idle hour men muſt give an (Wars pi 
_ | account, What account will men bee able to give for all Mt. Ambroſe 
7 | thoſe ſinful dayes, nights, Sabbaths, 8c, which chey have hs Sermon on 
; miſ-ſpent in ſenſualiry and luxury. Eph.5.16. 

*e Arg. 17, That which deprives us of Gods Fatherly care 


| | and proteflion, muſt bee avoyded : 
od : , ; 

But this frequenting of ſuch prophane meetings deprives us 
of Gods Fatherly care and protethion. | 
<4 | Hee hach promiſed to keep us no longer than wee kzep 

his wayes, Pſal,91.11+ which are the wayes elther of our 
general calling, as wee are Chriltians, viz, praying, read- 


LY 
ia NS a 


> ing, medication, good conference,6c. or elſe the wayes of 
7 our particularcalling, as wee are ſuperiors or infertors,wee 
er ! muſt walk with God in thoſe Rtarions in which hee hath ſer 


us, If wee go beyond Gods bounds, wee cannot expett ei- 
cher his immediate proteAion , or the proteion of his 
Angels, 


eir | 

»- | Arg. 18, That which breeds In mens hearts an hatred of the 
T " -| power of godlineſs, muſt bee abandoned : +0. 

5 ' But ſuch prophane meetings breed in mens htarts an hatred 
=— | fab power of godlineſs. * a8 

my ! _. When men doevil,they hatethe light ef Pieryin ochers; 
por as the Theef hates the light chart diſcovers him , and the 
I Judge that condemns him ; ſodo theſe hace the godly, be- 
Jem cauſe their light condemns cheir darkneſs , their piery the 
file wicked mans impiery, their irifne(s condemns the worl 1s 


diffalurenefs , and-their ſelf-denying che worlds ſelf-plea- 
l ſing. Wicked men laye their'luſts as their lives, and can- 
1a4s net indure ſuch as hinder themin the purſute ofrhem;hence 
: 'ris chat the prophane rout raiſe ſo many lyes, ſlanders, and 
reproachful nick-names againſt the godly, and all becauſe 
they-run not with them into the ſame exceſs of riot, 

D Arge 
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Arg. I9,' That which hardens wicked naen n their fins, 
= | corrupts their minds and manners, and mat jpoſeth: them for 
| 1} the ſervice of Gad, . that ought ta-bee totaly abanavred ; 1 \ 
| eng But theſe prophane ſports do fe;. -. ; bar) Bo” 
| | - They infatuate and beſot men, they darkenthe under- 

ſtanding, and cloze up the eye ofthe ſoul,-ſo that ir rakes 
See the danger 22 BOLICe of Gods judgements; eter 1mminent or preſenc; 
of carnal plea- Theſe ſenſual pleaſures fupthe and cauterize the conſci= 
| ſures, in my ence, ſo that it. cannot repent. They expel the fear of God, 
ſ Comment. 91 anq alt godly.forroww toriig our of rhe.foul, "They ieftrange 
j 2 I-34 the hearcfrom God, and his Wotſhip, and; make it burder- 
4; Ya-119) & Ce . 

: ſome and weariſome to them, Mal. 1.13. & 3. 14. 


| Arg. 20. Theſe prophene prabtices, mbich ave candenmed by 
| Scriptures, Fathers, Connoals; and other pious men, ought in 
[ no wiſe to hee tolerated : . I i 1 | 


But theſe prophane pratiices aye ſnch, 

The Majvr is undeniable; the 44;zor I thall prove by its 
parts; and becauſe a bare recital, of reſtimon'es, would be 
too flax and frigid, - I-ſhall therefore (ro quicken and de» 
kghr-che Reader); indict and: arratgn' this Florahien Hartor, 
and impannel a Jury againſt her. This way of clearing 
things cannot juſtly bee offenfive to any, fince 'ris but a 

' kinde of Dialague, and Dialogues have.been ever account- 

iq; ed the molt lively and delighiful, .che moft. facile\ and 
þ fruicful! eſt waygot-reactingss Alluſions and -fmilies: fink 
Bis dicitw , deep, and make a better impreſſion upoirele: ſpirit: & plea- 


Ny quod per fimili= f, nx alluſion my do that -which-'a ſoiid Arguments ſome- 
| tudinem d:citur, 


[ 
1 
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The Indiftment of Flora," 


Floxa, hold up thy hand, | 

Thou arr here indiged by the name of Flora, of the City 
of Roms, in the County of Babylon,for that thou, contrary ts 
the peace of our SoveraignLord, his Crown and Dignity, 
haſt broughr in a pack of praftical Fanaricks, 212. Igno- 
rants, Atheiſts, Papifts, Drunkards, :Swearers, Swaſh- 
bucklers, Maid-marrions, Morrice-dancers, Maskers, 
Mummers, May pole-ftealers, Healch-drinkers, rogether 
with a raſcalian rout of Fidfers,. Fools, Fighters, Game- 
ſters, Whoremaſters, Lewd-men, Light-women, Cantem- 
ner of Magiſtracy; affromters.of Miniſtery, rebellious to 
Maſters, diſobedient.to Parents, miſ-fpenders of ttme, a- 
buſers of the creature, 8c. 

Judg. What ſayelt thou, guilty'or not guilty ? 

Prſozer, Nor guilty, My Lord. 

Judg. By Whom wilt thou bee tried ? 

Prif.. By the Popes-holineſs, my Lords | 

Juadg, Hee is thy Patron and Protector, and ſo unfit te 
bee a Fudge in this caſe. | 

Priſ, Then I appeal to the Prelates, and Lord-Biſhops, 
my Lord. + 5 h, 4 6 

Jaag, This is bur:a tiffany put off, for though ſome of 
that rank did let looſe the reigns to ſuch prophaneneſs, 1h 
caufing the book of Sports, for rhe propaaning of Gods 
Holy-day to bee read in Churches (for which God hath 
ſpeed them ouc) yer *cis well known that the gravelt an1 
molt pious of char order, have abhorred ſuch prophaneneſs 
and miſ-rule, as B, Babington, both the Abbats, B, King, 
B, Hall, D. Davenazt, 8c. 

Priſ. Then I appeal tothe rout and rabble of che world. 

Jug. Theſe are thy followers, and thy favourites, and 
fo unhic to bee Judges in their own caſe. 

Priſ. My Lord, if there bee no remedy, I am content to 
bee tried + a Jury, 

Judge Thou haft well ſaid, thou (aalt have a full, a fair, 
and a free hearing. D 2 (17. 


Flin Nat. Hiſt. would 
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Cryjer, Make an O yes, and call the Jury. 

{ryer, O yes; All manner of perſons thar can give in &- 
vidznce againſt the priſoner at the Bar, let them come into 
the Courr, and they ſhall bee freely heard, | 

Jadg. Cryer, call in Holj-Scriptares, 

Holy- Scriptures, My Lord, I cannot get in, 

Fudg. Who keeps you our ? 

Holy-Scriptures, My Lord,. here is a company of igno- 
rant, rude, prophane, {uperflitious, Atheiftical perſons,thar 

will not ſuffer we2 to come in, 

Fudg. Cryer, knock thoſe prophane perſons , and make 

room tor the Holy-Scripiures to come in, 

Cryer, Vouz, avez,, Holy-Scyiptures. 

J=ag. What can you ſay againft the priſoner at the Bar? 

Holy-Scrip:ures, Very much,my Lord, Ihave often told 
them, that the night of ignorance 1s now palt, and the light 
of the Goſpelis come,and therefore they muſt walk as ch1l- 
dren of rhe light, denying all ungodlinels and worldly luſts, 
living ſoherly, rigfteoufly, and religiouſly in this preſen: 
world, I have &ftentold them, that they muſt ſhun all che 
appearance-&fewil , and have no fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitfulworks of darkneſs, nor conform themſelves like to 
the wicked of the world ;. But . they muſt chink che time paſt 
of their lives too much to have lived according tothe luſts 


of menin the dayes of rheir ignorance , bur now chey muſt 


live according to the will 'of God, making his glory the ul- 
timare end of all cheir actions and recrgartions. I have of- 
ren told them, that our God 1s a jealous God, and one that 
will not indure to have his glory given ro-Idols or Harlots, 

Jud. This is full, andro tbe purpoſe indeed, bur is there 
no more evidence to come in ? 

Cryer, Yes, my Lord, here is Pliny, an antient Writer , 
who lived abour ninery years after Chriſt, and is famous 
for his Natural hiflory, 

Judg, What can you ſay againſt rhe priſoner at tbe Bar? 
Pliay, My Lord, I have long fincerold them , if they 

2 Tuna mee,that theſe were not Chriſtian, bar Pa- 
gan-feaſts ; they were Heatiiens , and ſuch. as knew ry 
p 
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__ fir inſietced theſe Floralia and May-Games, I 
have totdrhem char chey were inſticuted according to the 
advice of Siby/ls-books in the 5 1 6th. year after the founda- 
tion of the Ciry of Rowe was haid,to prevent the blaſting 
and barrenneſs of che trees, and fruits of the earth. 
 Juadg. Sir, you have given us good light in this dark 
caſe ; for fit wee ſee that the riſe of theſe Feaſts was from 
Pagans, and that they were ordained by rhe advice of Si- 
bylls-books, and not of Gods book z and for a ſuperſtitious 
and Idolacrous end, viz. that hereby Flora,nor God might 
bee pleaſed, and ſobleſs their fruits and flowers. This 1s 
clear, but have you no more evidence ? 

Crier , Yes, my Lord, here is Coelizs Lattantins Fir- 


mianmy Who lived about three hundzed years after Chriſt, {a Relig, 1.3.6. 
who will plainly tell you che riſe of cheſe prophane';,,. * 


US, 


wdg.. T have heard very well of this celeſtial,ſweet, and F!-ius q5- 


firm detender of the Faith , and that hee was a ſecond C:- 
6ero for eloquence in hs time. Sir, what can you ſay againſt 
the priſoner at the Bar ? 

Laftan, My Lord, I have long fin:e declared my judge- 
ment againſt this Harlor Flora in my firſt book of falſe 
Religion:, where I have told rhe world, thar this Flora was 
a common-whore and one thar got much mony by her har- 
lotry; ar her deach ſhee made che people of Rome her heir, 
anglefc a certain ſum of mony for the yearly celebrarion 
of theſe Floralian fports. The Senate afrer fom2 time , the 
berrer to cover chis foul buſineſs, make her rhe Goddeſs of 
Flowers , and tell the people that they ought ro celebrate 
this laſcivious Fealt of this laſcivious Harlor, with all man- 
ner of laſctviouſneſs, char ſo ſhee being pleaſed, might proſ- 
per their fruits and vines, 

Judg. This is pl ain and full, I now ſee that Laftantims is 
Firmianus, not only ſiyeer , bur firm and conſtant againtt 
the Whore. Bur have you no more evidence > 

Cryer, Yes, my Lord, her is Syuadvs Franciea , which 
was called in Pope Zachary's time, Ann» Dom. 742. 
Judg,What can you ſay againſt che Priſoner ar the Bar? 

D bd Comns. 
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Connie, My Lotd, I have long' fince decreed, that rhe 
people of God ſhall have no Ragan- Feaſts, or Enterludes, 
bur rhat they reje& and abominate all the uncleanneſles 
of Gentiliſm, and that they forbear-alf ſacrilegious fires 
which they call Bonefires, and all other obſervations of 
che Pagans whatſoever, | 

Judg. This 1s clear againſt all Heatheniſh Feaſts and 
Cuſtomes, of which this 1s one, Bur have you no evidence 
nearer home ? 

Crjer, Yes, my Lord,here is one that may gofor many, 
'ris one that will eonquer them all, and with the Sword of 
juſtice will ſuddenly ſuppreſs rem, 


Jndg. Whois thar I pray you > let mee ſee ſuch a 


mans . 


Cryer, Why my Lord, 'ris Charls the Secord, King of 


| Creat Brita.n, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith. 


Judg. Truly hee deſerves that T icle, if hee ſhall now 
appear in defence of the Truth, againſt char. prophane rout 
wh chlarely threa-ned the extirpation both of ſound do+ 
&rine, and good life, 1 hear that the King is a ſober and 
remperate perſon, and one that hates Debauchery, I pray 
you ler us hear whar hee ſaith, 

Crjer, My Lord, the King came into Loudon, May 29. 
and the 3orh. of May hee publiſhed aProclamarion again 
prophaneneſs, to the great rejoycing of all the good people 
of the Land, When all was running into prophaneneſmand 
confuſion, the Parliament fate Rill, and wee poor Mini- 
lters had nothing lett but our prayers and tears; then, even 
then it pleaſed the Moſt High (in whoſe hand 1s the hearc 
of Kings) to pur it into the heart of our Soveraign Lord 
rhe King, cmunently to appear in the cauſe of that God, 
who hath ſo eminently appeared for him, and hath broughr 
him through ſo many dangers and difficulties to the 
Throne, and madeſo many mountains a plain before kim, 
ro reſtifie againſt the debauchery and groſs prophaneneſe, 
whichlike a torrent had ſuddenly. over-ſpread the Land, 
Tne ſum and ſubſtance of the Kings Proclamation 1s this 
67 hat it is the duty} all to take retice of Geds trafſcendexr 
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goodneſs to us, and to walk with ſuch circumſpettion,mntegrity, 
ard reformation inour lives, that wee nay not drive away the 
mercy which 1s coming to #:, by making our ſelves unworthy 
of 1t; and in order beret», wee think. it high time 10 ſhew our 
diſlike of thoſe ( againſt whom wee have been ever enough 
offended, though wee could not in this manner declare it) who 
under pretence of affettion to us and onr ſervice, aſſume to 
themſelves the liberty of reviling, threatning, and reproaching 
others, and as much as inthens ljes, endeauvonr to ſtifle and 
avert their good inclinations to our ſervice, and ſo toprevert 
that Reconciliation and Union of hearts and affethons, which 
can onely with Geds bleſſing make us rejoyce in each other, and 
keep our enemies from reſycing. 

; There are likewiſe another ſort of men, of whom wee have 

heard much, aud are ſufficiently aſhamed,who ſpend their ume 

in Taverns, Tipling-houſer, and Debauches, giving uo other 
evidexce of affethion to ns, but in drinizng our Health, and 
rnveightng againſt all others, who are not of their own diſſolnte 
temper;and whs in trath have more diſc: edited onr cauſe by the 
licence of theti- manners and lives,than they could ever advance 
it by their affettion and conrage. Wee hope that this extraordina- 
ry way of delivering ws all , from all wee feared , and almoſt 
bringing ws to all wee can reaſonably hope, hath, aud will work. 
upon the hearts even of thoſe men to that degree, that they will 

cardiallyrenounce all that licent ionſueſs, prophaneneſs and im 
fiety, with which they have been corrupted, and endeavoured 
to corrmpt others; and that they will hereafter become examples 
of ſobriety and vertue, and maky it appear, that what was paſt, 
w45 rather the vice of the tiazes, than of the perſons, and ſo the 
fitter to bee forgotten together. 

: Axd'becanſe the fear of puniſhment » or apprehenſion of our 
diſpleaſure , may have influence upon many ». who will not bee 
reftraived by the conſcience of their duty; Wee do declare, That 
wee will not exerciſe juſt ſeverity againſ> any Malefattors 
ſoorer, thau'againſ# men of diſſalute, debauched, and prophane 
lives , with, what parts ſoever. they may bee otherwiſe qualified 
and endowed , and wee hope that all perſons of hanour , or in 
Place and anthority , will ſo far affift ms m nan” 
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ſuch men, that their diſcretion and ſhame will perſwade them 
to reform what their conſcience would not ; and that the diſ- 
pleaſure of good men towards them, may ſupply what the Laws 
have nt, ad it may bee cannot well provide againſt, there be= 
ing in the licence and corruption of the times , and the depra- 
ved nature of men, many enormities, ſcaydals,and Imopicties In 
prattice, and manners, which Laws cannot well deſcribe , and 
conſequently not enough provide againſt , which may by ex- 
ample and ſeverity of vertnous men bee eaſily di(countenanced, 
and by degrees ſuppreſſed. | 
oweter , for the more efſetiual reforming theſe men, who 
are 4 diſcredit to the Nation , and unto any cauſe they pre- 
t:nd to favour and wiſh well to, wee require all Mayors, She= 
riffs, and Juſtices of the Peace, -to bee very wigitant and ſtrift 
1s the diſcovery and proſecution of all diſſelute and prophane 
perſons , and [uch as blaſpheme the name of God, by prophane 
ſwearing and curſing, or revile, or d1ſturb Miniſters, and de- 
ſpiſe the publick worſhip of God; that being firſt. bound to the 
good behaviour , they may bee further proceeded againſt , and 
expoſed to ſhame,in jach a manner, as the Laws of the Land, 
and the juſt and neceſſary Rules of Government (hall airett or 
permits | 
Judg, Now bleſſed bee the Lord , the King of Kings, 
who hath pur ſuch a thing as this into the heart of the King, 
and bleſſed bee his Anoinred, and bleſſed bee his Counſel, 
the good Lord recompence it ſeven-fold into his boſome z 
andler all the ſons of Belial flye before him, as the duſt be- 
fore the wind , and ler the Angel of the Lord ſcatter 
them, | 
Priſoy. My Lord, I, and all my retinew are very much 
deceived in this Charts the Second, wee all conceited thar 
hee was for us, My Drunkards cryed,a Health to the King, 
The Swearers ſwore, a Health ro the King,ſo long, till they 
ſwore themſelves out of Healch. The Papift , the Atheiſt, 


the Roarer and the Rantcer , they all. concladed that now - 
their day was come, but alas how are wee decet- 


ved ! 


0 Jaag, 1 wiſh that you , and all ſuch as you are may for 
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er bee deceived in this kinde, and that your eyes may 
rot in your heads before ever you ſee Idolatry,Superſtigon 
and Prophaneneſs councenanced in the Land. Such crulys 
pious-frauds are png” God, delightful to his people, 
and grievous to none bur ſuch as ſhould bee grieved for 
their villany and licentiouſneſs. | 

J»dg.But have you no more evidencets produce againſt 
theſe prophane pra&ices ? | | 

Cry, Yes, my Lord, here is 4» Ordinance of Parliament 
ready mounted againſt them, = | 

Priſ. My Lord, I except againſt this witneſs above all 
the refi,for it was not made by a full and a free Pa:liamenc 
of Lords and Commons, but by ſome Awwp and relick of a 
Parliament, and ſo is invalid. - ; 

Jadg, Tote errar cale, you are quite deceived, for this 
Ordinance was made by Lords and, Commogs, when the 
houſe was full and free; and cheſe the beſt char ever Exy- 
land had, for Piety towards God, and loyalty to their $o- 
veraign, for they were ſecluded and impriſoned for their 
toyaly and fidelity. Ler us hear What they ſay, _ . 

Ordinan, of Parl, My Lord, I have plainly told them 
that ſince the prophanation of the Lords day, hath bee 


23 
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eretofore greatly occaſioned by May-poles (a Heathenith 1 ods day, 


vanity, generally abuſed to ſuperſtition and wickedneſs ) 1644: 


the Lords and Commons do therefore ordain, that all and 
fingular May-poles ſhall bee taken down and removed by 
the Conſtables, Borſholders, Tyching-men, Perty-Con- 
ables, and Church-Wardens of the places and pariſhes 
where the ſame bee; and that no May-pole ſhall bee here- 
afcer ſer up, ere&ed, or ſuffered to bee within this King- 
dome of England, or the Dominion of Wales; and if any of 
the ſaid Officers ſhall negle& co dorheix office in the Pre- 
miſes, every of them, for ſuch negleR, ſhall forfeir five 
ſhillings, and ſo from week co week, five ſhillings weekly, 


; fill the ſaid May-pole ſhall bee raken down, 


1 mons, ſo pious, ſo pane. ſo loyal and faithful co God 


| Fudg. Thisis tothe purpoſe, and may paſs inftead of 
many Arguments, for a Parliament of Lords and Com- - 


and 
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and the King, to condemn theſe ſports as 4 vanity, 4 Heg- 
theniſh vanity, abuſed to ſuperſtition and wickedneſs , and to be 
ſuppreſs under a penalty, This may clearly convince any ſo- 
ber man ofthe finfulneſs of ſuch pratices, and make them 
ro abhorthem, for what is forbidden by the Laws of men 
(eſpecially when thoſe Laws are conſonant tothe Laws of 
God) may not be praiſed by any perſon; bur cheſe pro- 
phane ſports are forbidden by rhe Laws of men, and are 
herein conſonant to the Laws of God, which condemn ſuch 
finful paſtimes, Bur have you no more evidence beſides 
this Ordinance to batter theſe Babylomſh Towers ? 
Cry, Yes, my Lord, here is one that may go for many ; 
"Tis the ſolemn League and (ovenant, taken in a ſolemn 
The King took I2ner, by King, Lords, and Commons, the Aſſembly of 
it ac his Coro. DIVINes, the Renowned Ciry of Loudon, the Kingdome of 
nation in Scor- Scotland, and by many thouſands of Miniſters and people 
land, Fan. 1. throughout this Nation. In the ſecond branch of tt wee 
_ "20 Yowed the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Superfticion , 
Plene! Sermor, Herefie, Schiſm , Prophaneneſs, avd whatſoever ſhall bee 
preached by found contrary to ſound Dottrine , and the power of godli- 
Mr. Robert neſs, | 
Douglas, p23, Piſs My Lord, theſe things are out of da:e, and do nor 
binde now our troubles bee over. ' 
J=dg. The fixth branch of the Covenant will rell you, 
That wee are bound all the daies of our lives to obſerve 
theſe chings zealouſly, and conftantly affainſt all oppoſi- 
tion; and I ſuppoſe every good man thinks himſelf bound 
to pxeſerve the purity of Religion, to extirpate Popery, and 
Herefie, Superſtition and Prophaneneſs, not onely in times. 
of trouble, but theſe are duties to. bee. praQtiſed in -our 
places and callings all our daies. Beſides , the Royalifts - 
P. Dr.Griffiths do plead the Covenant at this day, for the preſervation of 
Serm- on Prov. the King; and if it bee in; force as to that particular, as in- 
ua} org deed ir 1s, then much more doth ir binde us ſtill to the ud- 
Me-cirs Chap. ſervation of thoſe things which do more 1mmediately apper- 
1660, cain to the worſhipof God. Since Gods. honour is to bee 
preferred before the honour of any man whatſoever. Now 
: if our May-Games and miſ-rules do ſavaur of ng *" 
an 
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and prophaneneſs (as *cis apparent they do) if they bee 
contrary to ſound dodtrine, and the power of godlineſs (as 


_ to all unprezudiced men they are) then by chis ſolemn 


League and ſacred Covenant wee are bound to root them 
up, This is ſufficient, if there were no more; bur becauſe 
men are loath to leave whar they dearly love, let us ſee 
whether you have any further evidence. 

Cry. Yes, my Lord, here is an excellent Order from the 
Council of State, made this preſent ay, wherein they 
take notice of a ſpirit of prophaneneſs and implery that hath 
over-ſpread the Land, to the diſhonour of God, and the 
grieving of his Miniſters and people; they do therefore or- 
der, that the Juſtices of the Peace, and Commiſſioners 
for the 44:litia, do uſe their urmoſt indeavours to prevent 
all licentiouſneſs and diſorder, all prophanation of the 
Sabbath, all interrupting or difcouraging of Miniſters in 


| - theworkoftheir Miniſtery; that they ſuppreſs all Ale-hou- 


ſes, and all ungodly meetings; that they own and prore&t 
all ſuch as have adhered ro the Parliaments cauſe and in- 
tereſt, and all good men in their ſober and pious walking, 
againſt all that are turbulent, malignant or diſaffe&ed, and 
upon juſt cauſe coſecure them. The Council doth likewiſe 
command chem to have a ſpecial cate to prevent prophane- 
neſs, and diſorders of people about May-poles, and meet- 
zngs of that nature, and their rude and diſorderly carriages 
cowards people, in moleſting them to ger monies from 
them to ſpend yainly at ſuch meerings. 
J«,This 1s full, and to the point indeed,bleſſed be God,and 
bleſſed be cheir counſel,Bur have you yer no moreevidence? 
Cry. Yes, my Lord, hereis Mr. Eltor, a man eminenc 
for Piery, and of known integrity in his cime, 'hee hach 
long fince cold us (in his Expoſition of the ſecond Com- 
mandement) chat ſuch filchy company, where there is ſuch 
filthy ſpeeches, and laſcivious behaviour, wich mixr dancing 
ac cheir merry meeting3s,2re great provocations to luſt, an 
inducemen:s to uncleannefs, and therefore to be adhorred 


of all ſober Chriſtians, To him afſents that great School- 4,9; car 
Divines Dr, Ames, who tells us, chas thoſe ho will ſhun Conl.1.,,s. 39, 


E 2. incon- 
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inconrinency, and live chaftly, muſt ſhun ſuch prophane 
meetings, and take heed. of mixt dancing, ftage-playes, 
and ſuch incentives to luſt, where wickeaneis is preſented 
ro the eye andear, and the man puts on the womans ap- | 
parel, which is an abomination tothe, Lord, Dear..22. 5, 

Priſ. My Lord, theſe were old Puritans and Preciſians, 
who were more preciſe than wiſe. 

Cry. I will produce men of another ſtrain, here are Bi- 
ſhops againſt you. B, Babzngeton hath long lince told us, rhacr 
theſe fnful paſtimes are epw/ums Drabol:,the Devils feſtival, 


the inticements to whoredome, and the occafions of much 


uncleanneſs, being condemned by Councils, and forbidden 
by Scripture, which commands us to ſhun all appearance 
of ev.l, c | 
Judg. This is good, but have you no more ? [i 
Cry, Yes, my Lord, here is one more, 'tis B, Andrews, 
a man of great note ſbr his learning (who in his Expoſition 
on the ſeventh Commandement) rells us, that wee muſt 
not onely refrain from evil, bur alſo fromthe ſhew of evil; 
and muſt do things haneſt not onely before God, but alſo 
before men; ro this end wee muſt thun wanton dancings, 
fage-playes, &c, becauſe our eyes thereby behotd much 
vanity:and a man cannot $001 theſe hot coals, and not bee 
burnt, nor rouch ſach pirch, and not bce defiled, nor ſee 
ſuch wanton aRions, and not bee moved ; Beſides, there 
is much ioſs, and nuſ-fpence of precious time, at ſuch pro= 
phane meetings, 
Judg, This is ptous, and to purpoſe, here 1s evidence 
ſuſficienc, 1 ſhall now proceed to ſentence, 
Cry. My Lord, I deſire your Patience to hear one wit- 
neſs more, and then I have done, 
Judg. Whois that winch comes ſo late into the Court ? 
Cry. My Lord, 'tis acute and accompliſht Owd. 
Prif. My Lord, hee is a Heathen Poer, who lived about 
rwenty years before Chriſt, *. _ | | 
Judg. His Teſtimony will bee the Rironger againſt your 
Heatheniſh vanities, -Publizs Owidirs Naſe, what can 
yau ſay again Miſtreſs Flors 3 | 
: | Oud, 
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Owd. My Lord,l have long fince told the world, that 
the Senatorian Fathers at Kome did order the celebration 
of theſe Floralian ſports to bee yearly obſerved abour the 
beginning of May, in honour of Flora, that our fruits and Fleratia cum 
flowers might the better proſper, Ar this feaſt there was Marima lafci- 
drinking, dancing, and all manner of laſciviouſneſs, by. a *7* «44; atq; 
harlorry company,ſuitzble roche memorial of ſuch an Har- ou TOs , 
. , wi - ” ConUtUlls [uxn- 
fot, who was light her ſelf, and therefore delighred in rioſs , coronis 
Jokes and pleaſant Comedies, bar not in ſad and Cire- ſaltationibrs , 
ful Tragedies, # DR ae cultu verſicolore 
Priſ. Sir, you wrong the Poet, and may, for ought 1 ® laminibas, 
know, wrong mee, by Wrapping up his ingenious narrative clriftens, ns 
in fo little room. | eujuſmodi ſunt 
Jud . Grata brevitas y I love thoſe whoſe wricings are hgdie Floralia 
like Jewels, which contain much worth ina lictle compaſs, #999 menſe 
* fince the learned and 1ngenious Reader may defire-ro my : NE 
has che Author ſpeaking in. his own language (ſince hee _ 
ſpeaks ſo fully and clearly ro this purpoſe ) you, ſball far. 
once have your deſire, - 


Dic Dea, reſponde, tudornum que fit origo,r, | Ovid, Faſtorum 
Convenere patres, & fi bent floreat annus , lib. 5. 
Numintbus noſtris annua. feſta voveat, 
Hater ades florums, lndis celebranda jocoſis , 
Diſtuleram partes menſe priore tas, n 
Izcipis Aprils, tranfis intempora Mgt, 
Aker te fugiens, cunz vent, alter habet, 
Cum tza fint, cedant g, tibs confint4 menſum , 
Convert in landes ille wel ille twas, 
Ctrens in bunc exit, clamatag, palma theatris, & 0 a 
| .<&, : kd; fforales in 
Querere conabary quare laſcivia major circo froe the 
His foret in lads, Iiberiorgq; jocus. tro,  rwheryg 
Sed mihi ſuccurrit numen non eſſe ſeveram, 
Apraq; delicits munera ferce Deam. 
Ebrius inc1»ftis phylird comviva capullis 
Saltat, & immrudens utitur arte meri, 
Ebrius ad daurnm formsſe himen amice 
Cantat, habens units moilia ſerta come. 
EE. Null 


Co"onk cinfts. 


Newo maium 
6d;t, nit qui 
diftinfie videt, 
Barlow Exer- 
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Nulla coronara peraguntur ſeria fronte, 
Nec liquidz 2#atts flere bibuntur aquz. 

Sena lenis decet hanc, non eſt mihi credue, non eſt, 
lta Cothurzatas inter habenda Deas. 

T urba quidem car hos celebret mererricia ludos, 
Non ex difficils cogmta cauſa fuit. 

Non eft detetricis, non eft de magna profeſſis, 
Vault ſua Plebeio ſacra patere Choro, & co 


Cry. Now my Lord, and pleaſe you, wee wil call over 
the Jury, that the priſoner may ſee wee have done her no 
wrong. 

Judg. Do ſo. 

Cry. Anſwer to your names. Holy Scriptures one, Pliny 
two, Lattaxtize three, Synedme Fraxcica four , Charls the 
Second five, Ordinance of Parliament (ix, Solemn League and 
Covenant ſeven, Order of the Council of State eight, Elton 
nine, B. Babington ten, B, Andrews eleven, Ovid, twelve. 

Theſe; with all the godly in the Land, do call for Juſtice 
againſt this rurbulent MalefaRor, 

Judg. Since 'cis ſo, I ſhall proceed to ſentence. Flora, 
thox haſt here been indifled by the name of Flora, for bring- 
irg in abundance of- miſ-rule and diſorder into Church axd 
State, thou haſt been found guilty, ard art condemned bith by 
God and man, by Scriptures, Fathers, Comteus, by learned 
and pious Divines, bothyold and new, and therefore I adjnage 
thee to perpetual baniſhment, that thow no more diſturb this 
C hurch and State, left Tuſtice de arreſt thee, 


An Anſwer to all the ( avils which are of any 
weight or worth whith are brought in: 
defence of May-Games. 


Vice ſeldome goes bare-faced, it uſually, like Harlots, 
paints, or purs on the vizzard' of profit, pleaſure, frugality, 
200d neighbour-hood,&c. the better to deceive ſuch care- 


it. Wetephyſ, leſs ſinners as devour the bait, but forger the hook. The na- 


Þ. 28. 
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ked diſcovery of the danger which atrends ſuch licenrious 
| practices, 
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7 pr 0 i ey mo thar is well in his wits 
will run on in ſuch paths, when hee plainly: ſees the' miſ- TU 
chief and miſery that atrends chem, OY Al fue patrociio 
ObjeR. 1, Yowng people muſt bave ſome Recreations, 
Anſw. *Tis true, modeft, moderate, manly Recreations 2/* 419 ve- 
are fit for them, bur ſinful, ſenſual, ſordid Recreations , A 
ſuch as drinking, fighting, dancing, whoring, gaming and ColeMraticn Tere 
debauchery, theſe emaſculate mens ſpirits, and make men t#. de {pe&ac, 
deboiſt, and unki for the ſervice of God or man, theſe muſt © >9- wi Plura, 
bee aboliſhed and abandoned in a Chriſtian Common- 
wealch; ſuch Recreations are meer deftrutions, and ſuch 
mirchis madneſs, Eccleſ, 2, 2, 
'Twas a g001 reſolution of a good man, / will chuſe ſach B. Hills Medi- 
Recreations as are of beſt example, aud beſt uſe, ſecking thoſe 2915 and 
by which I may not onely be merrier, but better, What Re- Your cent. 3. 
creacions bee unlawful, you mayſee atlarge in others. . perbins” Caf 
Obje&,2. Theſe are Cuſtomes of great Antiquirty,of above Conſ.1. 3. /: A 
eighteen hundred years ſtanding. 2. 1. p. aar. 
Anſw. Antiquity withour vericy is of no validity, Chriſt 79#9** Dire- 
is Trurh, not Cuſtome, Old Cuſtomes, if they be evil Cu- _—_— for walk- 
ſtomes, are bercer broken than kepr, and the older they be, GOESIEIOE 
che wo:ſez the more Edirions, the more Additions. The 
cuſtomes of rhe people are vain, and-to be abhorred, nor 
co be fo'lowed by us, Levit. 18. 30. Fer, 10. 3. 
The Hearheniſh Olympick-Games, and the Pagans $4- 
turzalia, where they invented ſports for the. honour of 
cheir gods, :and gave licence to all to be as lewd as they 
pleaſed ar thoſe ſeaſons, theſe were antient, it doth nor ,, 
therefore follow that they were good. So Eprſcopacy is an-;, 9 < un, 
tient, bur Apoſtolical fimplicity 15 more antienc, and the riſes acainſ - 
Church flouriſhed moſt withour1t. Epiſcopacy. 
" ObjeR. 3+ Theſe May-poles are ſet mp to ſhew the ſeaſon 
of the year, this was the plea lately of a fantaſtick, and real fa- 
aatic 
Anſw, 1 ſhould think that a green and living cree 
fhould minde us of the ſeaſon. of the year» better chan 
2 dead buſh; and a living man berrer ſer ſorth the ex- 
cellency of a man, than a dead man, 'Tis or wichour 
| cauſe 
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-arox0, ſethatthe Apoſtle calls wicked men, abſurd and unrea- 

abgurd fellows, ſonable men, 2 Theſe 3s 2. i) 

a compact of | 

_ inconguicies, ſolecifing continually in opinion, ſpeech, aQien, and whole life 5 
. Statyr, | 


ObjeR, 4, Owr Fore-fathers prattiſed ſuch things; 
Anſw. Our Fore-fathers were Idolaters, it doth not fol- 
tow that therefore wee muſt be ſo too. They livedin times 
of ignorance, but wee live in dates of light, and therefore 
muſt walk like children of the light, renouncing the works 
of darkneſs, Wee muk live by &#le, not by Example, and 
follow our | Fore-fathers no further than they followed 
Chriſt;hence the:Lord ſo oft forbids us to follow our Fore® 
fathers, Pſal. 78,8. Ezck,20.18,19,20. Zach. 7, 4. | 
 - Ob;eQ. 5. If men bee not thus implojed on Feſtivals, they © 
{a8 | will bee idle, and bee worſe imployed, and wee have no ill in- 
| ; Fentions tn what wee do, | 
th Awuſw, There is no neceſſity that people ſhould bee idle 
tt on holy-daies,for by the Law of our Land,if men will keep 
M holy-daies, they muſt keep chem holily, ſpending them 6#= 4 
"nr ly and wholly (ſaith the Statute of 5, and 6. of Fdw,6, | 
| xa — : 
| chap. 4-) in praifing God, and praying to him, hearing his ; 
word, and meditating on his works,:8c. So that the Sta= *! 
cute, by:thoſe. two words, Only, and #hetty, excludes all 


"Nt | May-Games, revels, dancing, drinking, rioting, and miſ= =? 
alt rule, . 20" 
iN 2. They cannot likely bee warſe imployed, than in ſuch 
j/ 7 looſe; laſciviens, licentious pratices, amongſt rude and 


deboiſi company, where they ſhall hear, ſee, and learn all 

manner of vice and villany, to the corrupting borh of their 

'g minds and manners, and the. undoing of themſelves, borh 
'F" here and hereafcer. ; | 

| 3. Whereas you ſay, you have noill intentions in ſo do- 

ing; who can beleeve that you will joyn your ſelf wich ſuch 

prophane company out of a good intention ? can. a man 

wm couch pirch, and nor be defiled with it ? 
{lll |- 3, Admit your Intentions were good, yet that will not 
| 2152 ' War- 
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warrant you to do evil, Thar which is evil per ſe, can ne- Inmy Com.on 
ver bee made good by any good intentions, as I have pro» A954: 455+ : 


ved at large elſe-where,. 

ObjeR. 6. I can ſee no hurt in May-Games, they are noxe 
but a pack of preciſe fools, who are enemies to the King, that 
cry them down, 

Anſw. Whoſoblinde as thoſe rhar will not ſe2 > Cant 
thou ſee no hurt in drunkenneſs, fighting, whoring, ſteal- 
Ing, prophanarion of rhe Sabbaths, conrempt of Religion ? 
&c. The Devil, whois the god of this world, hath blinded 
thine eyes, and as blinde men are nor fit to judge of co- 
lours, ſo thou att unfit to judge in ſuch caſes, The Devil 
deals with thee, as El:ſha did with his enemies, hee firſt 
ſmit chem witch blindneſs, and chen brings then into Sama» 
r/4 inco the midſt of their enemies; bur as hee prayed for 
chem, ſo ſhall I fer thee; Lord open their eyes, that they 
may ſee; and che Lord opened their eyes, and behold they 
were in che mid{t of Sameria, 2 King, 6. 18, 19, 20. So 
ſry I, Lord open the eyes, and awaken the conſciences of 
theſe blinde, ſecure ſinners, that they may ſee, and if che 
Lord hall vouchſafe you this mercy, then will you ſee 

our ſelves in the Devils camp, on che brink of deſtruRion, 
and chou wilt abhor thy ſelf for thy vile preſumprion in this 
kinde; if thou doubr of the eruch of this, ask any gracious, a- 
wakened, inlightened ſoul, char knows the rerrours of the 
Lord, and the birterneſs of fin, and hee will cell you, chat 
hee durft not praiſe ſuch prophaneneſs towin a world, 


2+ There may begrear ſin in that which the blinds world The great dan» 
counts a ſmall matrer. Toeat an Apple, to bow ro an 1- ger thar is in 
mage, to pick a few ticks on the Sabbarh, &c. Theſe, and !**!< fins, you 
-þ | ſeem ſmall chi nd ' may lee in an 
many ſuch, to a carnal eye ſeem ſmall chings, and yer wee ,.-. tne 


know God hath ſadly puniſhed ſuch as a&ed them, TI have Tra. of Mr. 
before proved that theſe praRices are finful; now there is Pecþ, en that 


1, Inchatthere is no {mall God thar wee offend by it. 

2, No ſmall price was paid for it. 

3. No ſmall puniſhment is prepared for it. This is a 
complicated fin (as I have proved before ) and there- 

| F fore 


no fin ſimply confidered in ir ſelf, thar is ſmall, as pears Subje&. 
yi 
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3+ Whereas thou ſayeſt that none bur a few preciſe fools 
oppoſe this prophaneneſs, thou art much deceived. Was 
David a fooliſh precifian, who: would have no familiarity 
with the wicked, bur bids them depart from him ? and pray- 
ed the Lord co turn away his eyes from beholding vauity 
and poured our rivers of rears, becauſe men tranſgreſſed 
Gods Laws. Was Pax! a fooliſh precifian, whocommands 
us.tco Walk preciſely, and circumſpe&ly, to ſhun the ap- 
pearance of evil, to have no fellowſhip with the unfruicful 
works of darkneſs, bur reprove them rather ; and to live 
ſoberly, r17hteouſly, and religiouſly in the world > Were 
the Antient Fathers fools, who do unanimouſly enveigh a- 
gainſt ſuch prophane praices ? Were Perkins, Babington, 
Dod, Andrews, Elton, &'c. preciſe fools, who do condemn 
theſe prophane praices incheir Expoſitions of the ſeventh 
Commandement > Sure thou art ſome ſingular conceited- 
fool, that thus cenſureſt all the grave and pious ſages of for- 
mer and latter times for fools, and all becauſe rhey oppoſe 
thy folly, which will bee bicterneſs in the end. 

4. Whereas thou accuſeſt them as enemies to the King, 
which oppoſe ſuch prophzneneſs, ler mee rell chee, the 
King hath not better friends in the Land, than fuch as op- 
poſe rhoſe prophane praRices;..nor more deadly foes, than 
ſuch as do promore them; theſe ſet open the flood-gares to 
all rudeneſs, diſloyalty,debauchery,and effeminacy,where- 
by people are made unfit, either for the ſervice of God, or 
the King. Thoſe that are ſuffered to rebel againſt God, 
will nor ſtick (when a temptation comes) rorebel againft 
the King. *Tis the dark af ignorant places of the earth, 
which are habications- of cruelry and rebellion. Should a 
man debauch your children and ſervants, and rake them to 
ſuch prophane meetings, where they ſhould learn to ſwear 
and ſwagger, to rant and roar; I know no wiſe Parents that 
would connt ſuch for their friends, Theſe licenrious exer- 
ciſes are the very nurſeries of villany, the bane of piety and 

fpeace, and the overthrow of thoſe Kingdomes that tole- 


rate them, The Romans, when they grew idle and luxu- 
rious, 
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rious, became effeminate, and loſt all. When people 
grow exotbitanc, and cranſgreſs Gods Law, and change his 
Ordinances, then comes a curſe upon a Land , Iſa. 24. 
W-- 
” So that this is but an old trick of the Devil and his A- 
gentsy When they would deftroy Gods people, to put ugly 
ticles on chem, and call them troublers of /frae!, rrumpers 
of rebellion, enemies to Ceſar, raiſers of ſedirion,the Peſts 
of a Nation, &c. Thus, as the Heathen Perſecurors did put 
Bear-skins on the backs of che Chriſtians, and chen bair 
them like Bears; ſo che limbs of Sacan, when croft in theic 


 lufts; pur ugly ticles upon Gods p2ople, thar ſo chey may 


cake occaſion thereby to deſtroy them, Thus E/;jah was cal- 

led che croubler of 1ſrael, when indeed he was the chariors 

and horſe-men, the (tay and irengrh of Iſrael, Jeremiah was 

counted a common Barretor, a man compounded of no- 

ching bur conrention. Amos mult come no more to Bethe!, 

"is che Kings Courr, and hee thar comes there muſt bring 

filken, not ſharp and plain language. Holy Damel is accu- 

ſed for a fa&ttous man, and one thac would nor obſerve the 

Kings Laws , Dan, 6.12, Chriſt himſelf , in whom was 

no {in, yet underwent the revilings and contradiions of 

finners; hee was called a mad-man, an enemy to Ceſar, 

a 2lurton, 2 wine-bibber, and one rhar had a Devil, Job. 

10, 20. andrroubled the world, Jobs 19+. 12, The Diſ- 

ciple is not above his Maſter, nor the Servanc above his 

Lord, and if chey have called rhe Mafter of che houſe Beel- 

zebub, what may the ſervants look for > Thus Paw was ©'**Yima 

counted a peftilent fellow,a troubler of the Stare,a babler, og Jay 

a mad-man, a ſedirious, fa&tious fellow, and yer who freer ſub pretextu a- 

from theſe crimes than hee ? Hee commanded all men to 54% boneſiigr. 

pray for Kings, and thoſe in authoricy, and commands e- £944; major 

very ſoul to bee ſubje& to the higher powers, and comman- nay _ —_ 

ded T tz, cap. 3%. I. toteach people ſubjeRion to prin- — ſp:ci. 

cipoliries and powers. ofier. Rollec, in 

Thus they dealtwigh the Primitive Chriſtians, if any ca- joban. 

lamity fell onthe Land, they preſently cried, Away with 

cheſe Chriſtians to the Lions, *cis they erat are the cauſe 
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of all our miſery. When Nero had ſet Rowe on fire, hee 

laid ir upon the Chriſtians, The Martyrs in Queen 44a- 

r:es time were accuſed as ſeditious,factious, turbulent per- 

ſons,that fo they might bee made odious both to Prince and 

people, Thus Cochlews rhe Papiſt gave out , that Luther 

was begotten by an /zcxbs, and ftrangled by the Devil, 

Thus Belſec tells us, that Calvin was a branded Sodomite, 

and conſumed with lice. Putean ſaies, that Beza died' a 

Catholick, with a thouſand ſuch like. For Popery hath 

three figures which uphold ir; the firſt is 4uxeſis, the extol - 

ling and advancing of her Paraſites. 2. Heioſts, a debafing 

of her oppofites, 3, Pſexo/ogia, lying luftily , for lying 

and murder are the two props of Popery , Which plainly 

ſhews that it is a deviliſh Religion, Job» 8, 44. T here are 

ſome that in Print do charge Gods people as enemies to 

Dr. Griffith in Peace and Truth. The Church aud State (ſaith one) ever 
his Samaritan ſince the Refermation, hath found the Old Puritan fatlion to 
revived p.65. bee inveterate and irreconcilable enemies to Peace and Truth, 
—— Whither will not malice, and hopes of preferment carry 
24.21.p.40,41 Men! The ſame Author yokes Presbyrery and Popery ro- 
Quis t!erit gether, Popery and Presbytery (faith hee) both n opinion and 
Gracchss de ſe- praftice differ in many things, anely in Terms. This 18 as true 
aitzone quer®- a5 many other things ure; 1 hee hath publiſhed in that In- 
bes > Juven. vective. Doors in Divinity, ſhould defend rhe Diſcipline 
of Chriſt, and his pcopte, and nor raiſe flanders on them, 

Bur ler ſuch know, thac ic is noc Piery, bur the want of 1c 

which breeds rumulcs and ſedition in a Nation. Tis nor 

the godly, but the ungodly; *ris the ſwearer that makes the 

Land to mourn; ris rhe Atheiſt, the Papit,the Blaſphemer, 

the Fornicator, the Drunkard, &c. that trouble /jrael, and 

| bring calamities upon King and Kingdome, 1 Sam.12.ulr. 

* ”.Dr. Dave- A * Jeſuited Papift (tanding to his own Principles)cannor 
nant, Determ. bee a good Subje&t. None can bee an-abſolute Papiſt, bur 
Left. 3747-81 hee muſt needs bee an abſolute Traitor, ſaith a learned * 


* Dr,Prideauy, Profeſlor. 
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As for the godly, they are of thoſe that are peaceable in 
Iſrael, they are indued with the wiſdome which is from a- 
bove, which is,pure and peaceable, T hey are peaceable 
in themſelves, an41 labour to make and preſerve Peace a- 
monzg(t others. They are the Rrengch and glary of a Land, 
As Sampſens rengch lay in his hair, ſo the Governours of 
Judah thall one day ſay, That in the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem lies our ſtrength, Zach. 12, 5, They are the bleſſings of 
a Nation, and by their prayers they keep off many a judge- 
ment. By a Letter from Breda (May 10, 1660.) I finde 
that his Majeſty hath oft been heard roſay, That the prayers 
of his ſubjefts will moſt advantage his cauſe, and that thoſe 
who do indeavonr to expreſs they aſfettion by debauchery, may 
ruine themſelves, or at leaſt ſtain his reputation, þis Majeſty 
defiring no ſuch attendants, An excellen: ſaying, and well 
becoming a Prince. 
Religion makes the beſt ſubjeRs, the beſt ſervants, and 
the belt relations, Where Religion comes 1n the power of 
. Ir, there men obey, Not for fear (a3 wicked ones do) bur 
for conſciznce ſake. There are n» better SubjeRs in che 
world than rheſe, none more fairhfull co their truſt, none 
pray more ſor their Governours, none pay their dues 
more freely to th2m; Theſe are they that will venture their 
lives and eſtates for their good, when ſuch as ſerve them 
for thzir own ends, will leave them and forſake them; and 
though for the preſent the righreous may bee cond2mned 
as Traitors, and rhe wicked bee exaired to honour, yer in 
Gods due time hee will clear the innocency of his ſervants, 
as the light, when the names of the wicked ſhall ror.Eſpe- 
ctally at that great day of Revelacion, then ſhall we clear- 
ly diſcern betwixt the righreous and the wicked , berween 
him that fearerh the Lord, 8 him:har ferreth him nor. This 
may comfort us who are faln into the laſtdaies; which are 
called perilous times, wherein hee tir refrains from evil, Me eſt publicus 
make:h himſelf a prey. *Tis criuminous now adaies amongſt '®/:cs cui 
many men to bee ſober and pions. If a man will nor drink —_ 
Healchs, or give mony to thoſe thac will, if hee will not rant ge c:24 De. ; 


and roar, and run with 0:hers into all exceſs of riot, rhis 183.621, 
F 3 enough 


gs 


The Downfall of May-Games. 
enough ( with ſome men) to make a man an enemy td 
the State. 

I have alittle experience in this kinde my ſe[f; "This laſt 
May oppoling ſome Fleralrans in their prophane praQices 
(whom I cbought afrer above twenty years preaching 
ſhould have learnt better things) they gave our that I was 
lirtle better than a Puaker, a Preacher of falſe Dollrine, and 
an enemy to the King, awd ſhould be thrown out of my place ; 
and why ſo?. why becauſe I hindered practical Fanaticks 
in their frantick pradtices, Grande nefas | See how theſe 
people who never findied Machriavel, yer are natural Ma- 


chiaveliſts, one of whoſe Principles is, Calumnime anda- 


fter, ſaltem aliqnid adherebit, Lye luſtily, ſome filth will 
ſtick, 1 ſee lying is coming in faſhion apace, [ ſhall there- 
fore (having this opportunity)” clear my ſelf and my bre- 
_ y the Miniſtry (who are or may bee aſperſed inthis 
kinde, 

I, For Quakeriſme, IT have preached,prayed,praQtſed, and 
printed againſt ir, and openly (as occaſion required) op 
poſed them and their blaſphemous principles, and ſaranical 
practices; andthus hath every fairhful Miniſter done (ac- 
cording ro the meaſure of grace received) and therefore for 
ſhame forbear ſuch groſs flanders, 

2. For my Deflrine; 'tis ſuſhciently known to the world, 
che ſumm and ſubſtance of 1t 1s in great parc publiſht ro 
che world. | 

3. ThatT am an enemy tothe King, is as true as all the 
reſt, I preach for him, I pray for him, I princ for him, I 
pay to himy and command men ſo to do, and am ready to 
tacrifize my life for him in an honourable way, and when 
1 cannot yeeld Agive, yet I ſhall readily yeeld Pafhve 
ohedience, and ſhall ſay wich Bradford the Martyr, If che 
Queen will baniſh mee, I will chank her; if ſhee will 
impriſon mee, I will thank her; if ſhee will burn mee, TI 
will thank her. | his 

Or as Chry/oſtome (before him) ſaid roche Ewprofle 
Fudoxia, If the Qncen will, let her baniſh mee, the earthis 
the Lords, and the fulneſs thereof; if hee will let hey ſaw mee 
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aſunder, Elay ſuffered the ſame, If (hee will, let her caſt 
iwee tnto the Sea, I will remember Jonah, if ſhee will, let 
her caſt mee into a burning fiery furnace, or amongſt wilde 
beaſts, I will remember Daniel, and the three children, If ſhee 
will, let her ſtone mee, or cnt off my head, I have St, Stephen 
and the Baptiſt my bleft companions. If ſhee will, let her take 
away all my goods, Naked came I out of my Mothers womb,& 
naked ſhall 1 return thither again. T hus heroickly hee. For 
my fidelity ro the King, in refuſing the Engagement, [I lolt 
two hundred pound, and can che hazard of my whole live- 
lihoods for I had no Law to recover penny. Ar two pub- 
lick Diſpurations againſt Se&aries, I ran great hazards, ar 
the firſt 1650. there was a great rabble of Se&aries mer 
rogether, who gave out untoward ſpeeches againſt mee. 
in Auguſt 1651, About a week before the King came 
into Worcefter, I was called to afſilt in a Diſputarion againſt 
ſome SeRartes, this falling our at thar jun&ure of time, I 
was look'd upon as an enemy to the Commonewealch;thd 
therefore rhe Conſtable was commanded to bring mee in 
priſoner to Worceſter, to be there ſecured amongſt the Roy- 
aliſts;and larely have I been threatned (from another coat) 
with an Arreſt,for oppofing the Millenarians and Fifth-Mo- 
narchy-men. I mention theſe things, not for any ſiniſter 
ends of fear or favour,bur to prevent, or at leſt re blunt the 
edge of thoſe vile aſperſions, which are caſt upon the Preſ- 
byrerians, as if they were enemies to Ceſar;when I dare be 
bold to ſay,andit were eafie ro make ic good,that God hath 
not better ſervants; tor the King better ſubjetts, than thoſe of 
this Judgement, Who were it that God made Inſtruments ro 
bring about rhe great change which is now wrought in the 
Land ? were it not our brethren of Scotland ? Who were 
they that petitioned in Princ for che life of the late King ? 
were they nor the Presbyterlan Miniſters of London, one of 
them loſing his head noc long after upon a Royal account ! 
Whe where they that oppoſed the Engagement with invin- 
cible Arguments in P.ciar, were they not che Presbyterians 
of Laxcaſhire? who are thoſe thar ſtrenuouſly oppoſed de- 


bauchery and prophaneneſs on the one hand, and SeRs and 
|  Hereſies 
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Hereſies on the other,vhen others were dumb,and did roſe. 
rate them? were they nor the men of chis mdgement? Now 
choſe hac help to keep fin and ecrour our of a Land, thoſe 

are the beſt friends ro a Land, and the Kings belt ſub;eag, 
If any ſhall ob'e& that wee were for King and Parlia- 
menr, I freely confels it, ſo wee were, and fo wee are ſtill; 
and ſo I think is every honeſt-hearred-ſubje&, who under- 
ſtands any thing of rhe frame of this Government, To this 
wee are bound by the Proreſtation, Covenant, .and other 
Obligations. Tloek upon him as an enemy tothe Land of 
his Narivity, who goes abour to ſeparate the King from the 
Parliament, or the Parhament from the King, As for the 
lawfulneſs of the Parliaments war againſt thoſe that wich- 
dreiv the King from the Parliament (for there was not the 
leaft intent in them ro hure the perſon of the. King, and 
therefore they were impriſoned by the Army ) that caſe is 
vggy learnedly and modeſtly cleared by Dr. Auſtiz in his 
ine not impeached, by the Parliaments raking up of 
Arms (though againſt the Kings perſonal commands) for 
the juſt defence of che Kings perſon the Laws of the Land, 
and Liberties of the Subje&t; yea they are bound by the 
Oath of Allegiance, ſo to do, proved from the words of 
* the Oath, from Principles of Lai and Nature, and other 
Bilſon. Fhiland. Tefimonies; of this Judgement is Mr. Prjw, Mr, Ruther- 
ah by x 6 ford in his Lex Rex, Yea B. Bulſ9n (a man far enough 
belli,l. 1. 6, 4. from faQion or ſedirton) concurs with them, yea ſo doth 

Grotius and Barclay. 


Obj. 7. They are many and mighty that approve of ſuch 
prothane praftices, anu-tis wiſdome to go with the tide of the 


times, and the current of the world. 


Anſw. Indeed, 1f you meanto periſh with the world, 
you may do ſo, bur if you will bee the Lords people, you 
muſt nor faſhion your ſelves like ro the world , for the 
world like a great beaſt, lies rumbling in irs own filch, 
1 John 5.19, The wayto Hell is a broad way, and hath 
many paſſengers, Matth. 7. 13- Even Seneca that wiſe 

Avgionentk® Moralift could ſayzrhar *ris one of the worſt Arguments that 
oak a man can vuſe, to ſay that the mulcirude doth ſo and ſo,and 


there- 
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therefore wee'l doſoto0.. Wee are expreſly forbidden co 
follow a mulcicude in'evil; Exe4,23.2: The more joyn to- 
het in fin, rhe nearer ro judgement; generality in inning 
rings generality in ſuffering,” When all the old: world was See fittecn 
corrupted, then came the flood. When all Sodoms burn with reafons againit 
luſt, then came fire from Heaven and conſumed them. wore wy che 
When the mean man bowerh down to Idols, and the'great ,,,pp,; ——__ 
man humbles himſelf before them, God will not pardon , 11. 29. chap. 


{ſa 2.8,9. Th WR * + 48. p. 204. 
- ©». Fewgreatmen are good men, 1 Cor.1.26.and there- 
fore folloyy not any.bee hee never ſogrear or good,any fur- 
cher than hee follaws Chriſt yea ſhould any command you 
to break the Laws of God, Fs you mylt chuſe racher to g- 
bey God thiry man.” Tis ns dt{honour to rhe Kings oh earch 
co ſee the King of Kings obeyed before them, and cherefore 
Ste Petey bids us firſt Fear God, and then hononr the King. 
Ob)j. 8. 1f God were diſpleaſed with fnch prophane praftices, 
hee would never have born ſo long withthe wicked , nor ſuffer 
them to proſper as they do, ugly | SY 
Anſw, 1, You are much deceived in thinking they are 
nor puniſhed, for this proſpering in wickedneS isthe ſorelt 
puniſhment, Dems tunc mags iraſcitnr , Cum non iraſcitur, 
God is never morsangry, than when hee ſeems not to bee 
angry, but lets the wicked proſper inhits way, Pſal.$1.11, 
I2, Hoſ.4.1 4,17. 
2. Though hee bee flow to wrath , yer is hee great in 
power,and will by no means acquir the wicked, Nahwm r, 3. 
Though hee bear long , hee will-not alwayes bear , bur as Refs fecifſe 
men fn againſt the Lord , ſo firſt or laſt let chem bee ſure Proemwn eff. 
cheir fin will finde them our; for as Pieryhath the Promiſes, ** 
and though no man ſhould rewardir, yer *ris a reward ir _ . 
ſelf ; So Impiery hath the Threatnings annexed untoir, and 515717 Pec- 
though no man ſhould puniſh it, yer 'ris its own Tormeri- cp peceaffe hg 
tor, Gods forbearance is no acquitrance , burthe longer Nec ulwn ſte- 
hee forbears , the heavier will his wrath bee when it comes, /# /ice fortuna 
and hee will recompence his patience with the fierceneſs #4 *xoract 
| muneribus ſuis, 
I Re : ; 8 $8 licet tweatur 
ac vindicet, impunitan eſt, __ ſceleris in ſcolcre ſupplicium eſt, Sexes, Epift. g8. 
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of his fury (as I have ſhewed atlarge elſewhere.) I ſhall 


Yn my Com.on conclude. all with that (weet -and {eafonable counſel' of 


6s 7» 


Hol. 13.12. p. Samnel, 1 Sam, 12,2.4,23-. Only fear the Lord, and: ferne 


bimin truth, with all Jour haart; for conſider bew great 
things bee bath done for you, 
wickgaly, yee ſballbe conſumed, both 


- Butif y:e ſhall fill ds 
10u,4nd your King: 


te Ling bow no $1035 SLING SEC ELDAT LEG 
As a Mantiſſa, and little over-weight, I ſhall giub you s 
Copp) of Verſes, which kave lain long by mee,thay wil © 
. give ſome lighs, and Gone teh to cagnciens - 
gud ingennont Readers. [ot 


HR Paſſengec ! knoweſt thou-yot mee? - | 
& \V herc is thy cap, where 1s thy knee > : -- 
Thy betters do mee: honour give, © 
And (wear they'1 do it while they live : 
B-th high and low: give, moe reſpect, 
Ican command them at my beck :: 
I think thou art ſome Paritay, 
Or cenſ(uring Preciſian, | 
That loves os May rpoles » Mirth and Plaics 
But cries,. alasz. theſe wretched daics |. 
Thar ſtoptkeir carsz, and-ſhuritheir eyes. - 
Left they behold our van'ties. INEF? 
Burt Goodman- Gooſecap, let them:-know, 
I do diſdaintheir holy ſhaw, 
Their peeviſh humours I dgſcorn, 
And hold them wretches allforlorn : 
Their Cenſures all [ do ſhake off, 
And at their zeal Lircely ſcoff , 
I will Rand here in ſpighrofſuch, 
And joy to hear thatthey do grutch. 

But prethee fellow learn of- mee, 
My Birth, my Worth, my Pedigree. _ 
My name, myfam?, my power, and prailc, 
My ſtate my aQs, my honoured dates, 

Tam Sic May-pole, That's my vame: 
AMen, 117, and Mirth, give race.che fame. 


* 


Pame 


H 


Dame Flora once Rowes famons whore, 
Did give to Rome in daics of yore S- 
By her lat Will great Legacies, | 
er yearly Feaſts to ſolemaize 
In May-time: (porctui pleaſantneſs 
In luſt procuring wantonnecſs, 
In ſhews and ſights oi ſuch delight, 
; = _ raviſhe 46; WA | 
n Bowers of May-ſprigs gaily built 
With Flowers and Cadlands all bedilt, 
In tuffs of trees, in ſhady groves, ,_ 
In rounds of ſounds, and wanto n lqves, 
Hop thus bath Flore, ay, and Mirth, 
Begun, and cheriſhed my birth, 
Till time and means.ſa favoured mee, 
That of atwig, | waxta tree: .. :.... .. 
Thea all the people leſs and more. | 
My height and tallneſs did adore; 
Romes Idol-gods made much of mee, . 
For favouring their Idplatry;.... 
When thus inlarged was my Fame, 
2900 o_ other Lands 1 Cane, 
ad found my and bravery 
Increafed much 2 Popery; 
Sith their will-woxſhip I adyanc'd , 
I was moſt highly countenanc'd :_ 
All Townſhips had mee in requeſt, 
WhereereI came, that place was blcſt, 
And to ſay ſooth, I'me near of kin 
Untothat Romiſh man of Sin, 
And why >'cauſe under Heavens Cope, 
There's none I ſay ſo near the Pope. ' 
Wherefore the Papiſts give to mee, 
Next Papal, ſecond Dignity, 
Hath holy Father much adoc 
When hee is choſen : ſa have I cqo : 
Doth hee upon mens ſhiouldersride ? 
That honour doth to mee beride; 
There's joy at my plantation, 


As 1s at his Coronation, | | 
Be G 2 Men, 
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Men women, children, oh an heap, © + 

Do ſing and dance, and frisk- and leap; 

Yea drums and drunkards on a rour, 

B:tore mce make a hideous ſhout; © 

Whoſe loud alarms, andbetlowingcryes 

Do fright the carth, and pierce he $kice, 
Hath holy Pope his noble guard ? 

So have I too, that watch and ward: 

For where *cis noi{'d chat F am come, © 


My followers ſuramon'd are by drum, * © 7 


I havea mighty retnuey* * * + 
The {cum of all che rafcal crew 
Ot Fidlers, Pedlers; Jayt-ſcap'r-ſlaves, 


Of Tiakers, Turn-coats, Tofpor-knaves, © / 


Of Theeves,and Seape-thriftsmany a'one, 


With bouncing Beſſe, and jolly Font,” "/ + 


With idle Boyes, and: Fourney-men, 

And Vagrants, that their Country run : 

Yea, Hobby-horſe doth hither prance; 

Maid-marrtian, and the Mortice-dance. - 

My ſummons fercheth far and near” © 

All that can (wagger, roar and {wear, 

All that can dance, and'qdrab, and drinf, 

They runto mee, astoa.link. _. 

Theſe, mee for their Commander take) 

And 1 do them my black-guard make. 
The Pope doth keep his Jubilee, 

A time of mirth, and merry glee : 

Onſuch as unto Rowe will go, 

Greac benefics hee do;h beftow; 

For ſins paſt, yea; and fins to come, | 

Hee ſaith hee can free them from doom : 

Hee brings men to txanſgreſſion, 

With hope of abſolution * | 

And if they will in him beleeve, '_ 

Do whart they liſt, hee'l cher torgive.. 

I care avouch in doing this; 

My power is as great as his. 

My yearly Jubilce keep I," ; 

Which great concourſe doth dignific. 


And 


And to all ſuch as it frequent, | = 
I procure mirch and great content, 
I doinlarge their conlcience, | 
And qualifie cach great offence : '-- !' 
Itake away ail fear of evil; 
Ot fin and hell, of death and devil : 
I cell chem 'ris a time to laugh, | 
To give themſelves free leave ro quaff, 
Todrink their healths upon their knee, 
To mix their talk with ribaldry, 
To reel and (pu, to-brawl and fight, 
Toſcoft and rail with all their might ; 
I bid men caſt oft gravity, | 
And women eke their modeſty : 
Old crones that ſcarce have tooth or eye, 
But crooked back, and lamed thigh 
Muſt have a frisk, and ſhake their heel, 
As if no itch, nor ache they fee). 
I bid the ſeryant diſobey, 
The childeto ſay his Parents nay. 
The poorer ſort that have no coin, 
I can command them to purloin : 
All this, and more, I warrant good, 
For *tis ro maintain neighbour-hood. 
The Pope's a friend ro Letchery, 
Wirneſs his S;ews for Venery, 
 Inthis I come not far behinde, 
I pive chem leave to take their kindey 
.- Thave allurements for the ſame, 
As they do know that love the game : 
Firſt, mirth doth make their paſſions warm, 
Thea liquor ſtrong their liiſt doth charm, , 
Then dancing geſtures,looks, and words, 
More ftewel to their fire affords, 
And 'cauſe their works do hatethe light, 
Wee taketh' advantage of the nights 
Wo hich covers with dark Canopy, 
The means producing baſtardy. : 
The Pope doth challenge power divine, 
I next to him may ſay pF; S Mine» , 
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Ican command more countenance 
Than canthe Lords own Ordinance : 
'They do to mee their love conyert, 
"That from theChurch withdraw their heart; 
1 can command from them great coſt, 
Who on the poor wouldthink it loſt : 
For mee they will adventure life,” 
They fiye the Golpels threatned ſtrite, 
The honour of the Sabbath day, 
My dancing-greens bave ta'cn away. 
Ler Preachers prate till they grow wood, 
Where I am, thty can do no good. 
The Pope doth eyery where beat dowa 

The haters of his triple-Crown ; 
Bell, Book, and Candle do defie 
Such as will not on him relye; 
And to cffe&t his dear iment, 
New Locuſts till from Hell are ſent, 
That fill che world with villancs, 
And a .cach where their Tragedics; 
Sometimes mens lands, ſometimes their ſtate 
Mult pay for't, *cauſe they do him hate. 
And have not I as powerful wrath, 
To work the world as great a (cath ? 
Have not I vaſſalslike the Devil, 
To pay ſuch with all kinde of evil, | 
Thar 'gaioſt mee ſpake; of dare to frown, 
Much more that ſay, they'l pull mee down ? 
Theſc brave my foes unto their face, 
And glad this office to imbrace- 
Incolour that they plead for mee, 
They'l fight againſt all honeſty : 

- To make their foes ſeem odious, 
They'l firſt prochim them fa&tious : 
They'l term them Rebels to the State, 
And lay they ſeek to innovate, 
And brecd diſorder incach thing, _ 
Yea, that they hate their Soveraign King: 

- And ifthey be not purg'd, the Land, 
Nor Church,nor Commonwealth can ftand. = 
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Then Libels foul. re caft abroad Wh 6. 
W hen filthy flanders lay on load, 

Incarnate Devils wee thera call, 

Of men molt vile, the worſt of all, © © 

Rogues, Theevesatid Drunkaeds, faith our pen, | 
Compar'd withtheſe, are konelt men; © © 

And as for Papiſts, oh ! they are | 

Subjects more true than thefe. by far : 

Yea, Puritans wee do themprove, ' 

All ſuch as do not Mayoter love; 

And it ſome matter there bee found, © 

That wants good proof to make it ſound, 

. Wee have whole dozens preſt' to. ſwear, 

And freely falſe wicneſs to-bear : 

| Yea, when my Rogues do viftuals want, 

When mony, cloths; and all grow: ſcants 

Then forth a forraging they go, | 
And fall upon our common oe. 

No pillage ſeemeth half ſo gord, 

eAs what is ftollen from th'brotberhood, 

Thus do wee joy onr foes to grieve, 

And *cis our death that they doliye. 

- Andleſt you think my ſtately port, 

Maintain'd alone by th' baſer ſors : 

I haveſome of a better nore, BED tc—| £ 
TR mnSRSame: 7 TT 
I cannot boalt much of their grace, ' 7 
Bur this Ile ſay, they're men of place, 

W hoſe Country-worſhip hath grear prailc 

For May-polizing naw adaies; ' -\ 

Though c9!d cnough jo better things, * 

In vhis they reſgn like Pariſh-Kings; 

Though bit to th'bare by Ulury, . 

Yer provigal 'to' maintain mee : 

Yea, Gentiles of the Female kinde, 

To mee devoted have their mind, 

They kcep my Feſtivals with joy, = 

And fence mee from my foes arinoy» 

Themſelves ſometimes will lead the dance; 

And Tomboy+like, will leap and prance : _ 


AnJ though they ſeem (O fatal hap) 
As light as feathers in their Cap, P) 
Yer how much bound.to them am TI, 
To grace mee with their levicy 1. 

And more than theſe, ſome Jearncd men, 
Perhaps Divihes, what {ay you then > 
That have diſputed ofc in Schools, | 
I hope theſe areno ſimple fools : 

Theſe ſtifly do maimain my caulc, 
To bee according to Gods Laws; 
They lay, I benefit che poor, 
And helpt'increaſe the Churches ftorec, 
They'l makethem good,were'tnor tor mec, 
All love would perith ſpeedily. 
They Champion-like, ;dare to maiatain, 
That Papiſts ro the Chiitch I gain, 
Where neichet fear of God nor man, 
Can make them come, Theſe ſay, I can, 

- Olcaptor joy, yeePapilts all, 
Sith theſe do you my Converts calls 
And cleave no more to Popiſh Rites : 
You are Sir May-poles Profelites. 

Now Traveller learn more grace toſhow; 

Andce that thou thy, berters know, 
Thou hear'ſ what Tſay tor my (clt, 

I am no Ape, I am no Elf, ” 

I am no baſc ones Paraſite, 

I amthis great worlds Favorite, 

And {ith thou muſt now part mee fro, 
Ler this my bleſſing with thee go. 

There's not a Knave in all the Town, . 

Nor ſwearing Courtier, nor baſe Clown, 

Nor dancing Lob, nor mincing Quean, 

Nor Popiſt Clerk. bee'c Prieſt or Dean, 

- Nor Knight debaucht, nor Gentleman, 
2$:=-%- Thatfollows Drabs, oCup or Can, 
54 4/533) Tharwill give thee a friendly look, 
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1242-2 If thoua 44«5-pole canſt not brook. 
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